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We are Breaking Records!



Fall 2025 – a record 761 Honors College freshmen



Every interest / Every major / All OU Schools and CAS

 - 32.8% above a 4.0 GPA 

 - 52% above a 3.9 GPA

 - Highest GPA: 5.46
Representing 

- 267 high schools

- 15 states

- 12 countries

- a 30% increase in enrollment over 2024
                                                     University of  Michigan, freshmen GPA: 3.9

Fall 2025 Honors College Freshmen



2025



This year, in total, a record 2400 

Honors College students are 

enrolled here at Oakland University



100%



100%



We are the only Honors College in the nation to have led both 
a major division of  the Council on Undergraduate Research 

(CUR) – the At Large Division - and the NSFMIH, the 

national honors organization focused on social responsibility 

(this year in its 10th Anniversary Year)



The largest number of  

books, published anywhere 
in the world, about honors 

education, come from The 

Honors College here at 

Oakland University.
                      
                                          Library of  Congress



Honorary Esteemed Fellows of  The Honors College

- Celebrating Excellence -



Our Honors College record success has been

48 years and 67 years in the making!



Dr. Mel Cherno – Inaugural leader of  The Honors College (1976-1979)

Mel - 1963 Mel - 1999

The Honors College 

Founded 1977 – 48 years ago



In 1958, 67 years ago, Oakland University became 

the first university in the nation ever to create its 

curriculum by asking Honors College students.



LIFE Magazine 

October 5, 1959

Editorial on the 

founding of  

Oakland University
 



Every year I remind Honors College freshmen:     

“Remember where you are.”

Meadow Brook Seminars Meadow Brook Seminars Reimagined



Honors College  

“vehicles”

Side-by-Side

1. Strength in OU’s distinctive past:

The Honors College 1928 Dodge Victory 

2. Strength in OU’s Present & Future: The Honors 

College robot and personal assistant.

(Sponsor: Frank Rewold and Sons)

(Double Robotics)



The Honors College excellence continues 

here at Oakland and it grows . . . 



GPA Distinction Awards 4.0

Fall 2024 / Winter 2025 Honors College Graduates

- 11% graduated with a perfect 4.0 college GPA

- 57% graduated with a 3.9+ college GPA

- 88% graduated above a 3.75 college GPA

- 96% chose to go to Graduate School and, of  those

- 99% got into one of  their Top 3 graduate school choices



In 2021 Honors College graduates were uniquely congratulated 

by  the Vice-Chair of  the Nobel Prize Committee, Dr Henrik 

Syse – for their research and for their service to others.



Ethical Questions in Peace Negotiations: A Guide

These are some of  our graduates . . . 



President Pescovitz with fall 

2024 Presidential Scholar 

graduate,

Emma Cismas

Now at Weill Cornell Medical 

College, Cornell University

 Distinguished Achievement 

Award and the Meritorious 

Achievement Award 
(LinkedIn)



Brian Neumeyer
Systems Engineer 



Alexis, ‘22 – “I am currently working on a PhD in Physiology at 

Michigan State University. Recently I won an oral presentation 

award at the Michigan Physiological Society Annual Meeting in 

June.” 

Brady, ‘24 – “I’ve been working fairly consistently as an actor and 

musician since graduation! My biggest accomplishments have 

included being a part of  the show Million Dollar Quartet at 

Shenandoah Summer Music Theatre, as well as the principal role in 

a SAG commercial for DTE Energy.”



Malik Meri

4.0 – focus on Nutrition

Teaching Assistant with The 

Honors College.

Accepted into Dental School.

Jenna Meri, 2023 graduate, now 

in Medical School (OUWB)

Malik is 1 of  9 members of  his 

family to be members of  The 

Honors College at OU.



Natalie, ‘23 – “After graduating I spent some time 

interviewing and finally landed a great full time job at an 

organization called CAOM. . . . while I was interviewing for 

the role, the vice president and head actuary specifically 

mentioned my honors college thesis.”

Janee, ‘22 – “I'm an M2 at Oakland University William 

Beaumont School of  Medicine (OUWB)!”



Michaela, ‘22 – “I just started my first year of  medical school! 

I am attending Meritus School of  Osteopathic Medicine, 

Maryland's first DO school and first new medical school [in 

the State] in almost 100 years. Being only one off  3 Michigan 

residents in my class, I'm proud to represent the Golden 

Grizzlies.” 

Deema, ‘25 – “I am currently pursuing my JD at the 

University of  Michigan Law School, where I was awarded a 

Dean's Scholarship!”



Alex – Political Science Coach Aaron- Integrative Studies

Megan - Business

Jack - Bioengineering

Annie – Health Sciences

Nahrain – Pre- Med



We are Breaking Records!



Target: # 1 in the nation



The Honors College

Dean: Graeme Harper BA MLitt DCA Ph.D. FRSA FRGS FRAI (FRSM)



The Honors College



Donna and Walt Young



A Legacy of Support and Impact

● Walt – 50+ years of experience leading 

organizations

● Donna – HRB Singer, Nursing School Librarian, 

volunteer work with children

● OU Service – Foundation Board, Women & 

Philanthropy Group, Study Abroad Endowment



Special Board Action 

Renaming the Honors College
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