Grading Standards for the SPN 370 PAPER



Fall 2000 [Professor Meuser]

 “A” work


1. the paper has an introduction that engages the reader

2. the paper states a thesis argument

3. the paper provides adequate supporting evidence, examples, subtheses and details

4. the paper provides a conclusion that summarizes the thesis and the major argument(s)

5. the paper uses appropriate, direct language

6. the paper is free of errors in grammar, punctuation, syntax, word choice, spelling

7. the paper maintains a level of excellence throughout, and shows originality and creativity in realizing 1-5

B” work 

1. the paper realizes 1-5 above fully and completely—and demonstrates overall excellence—but shows little or no originality or creativity

2. the paper is relatively free of errors in grammar, punctuation, syntax, word choice, spelling

 “C” work

1. the paper correctly lists, narrates or describes data, but makes little or no attempt to frame an argument or thesis and/or the paper states an argument or thesis, but one that does not address the research of the writer

2. the paper contains numerous errors in grammar, punctuation, syntax, word choice and spelling but the errors do not impede comprehension

3. the paper lacks a conclusion which summarizes the major argument(s)

4. a “C” paper usually looks and reads like a next-to-final draft

 “D” work

1. is incomprehensible due to errors in grammar, punctuation, syntax, word choice and spelling

2. the paper contains serious factual errors

3. a “D” paper often looks and reads like a first draft

“F” work can be shown to be plagiarized 

