
THE HONORS COLLEGE

FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT

Rationale:

Understanding diverse cultures is vital in today’s global economy. Honors College students’ educational experiences must include this component. Thus, Honors College students are required to become familiar with foreign languages and diverse cultures and are strongly encouraged to participate in study abroad programs.

Policy statement:

The Honors College requires students to attain an understanding of different cultures and languages as a requirement for graduation. Historically, this has meant “Proficiency”; for we hold that a true language experience means a sustained study of and exposure to the language. Therefore, we strongly encourage Honors College students to pursue the “Foreign Language Proficiency” option.
The Honors College’s Foreign Language requirement may be fulfilled by choosing ONLY one of the following tracks:
1)  Foreign Language Proficiency  

Completion of/or proficiency in foreign language courses through the 215 level.  

2)  Foreign Language and Cultural Experience  

One year of foreign language on campus in partnership with a study abroad experience of at least 6 weeks in a non-English speaking country. 

3)  Foreign Language Diversity

One year (two semesters) each of two different foreign languages for a total of four semesters.


4)  American Sign Language
Four semesters of American Sign Language or two semesters to complete track 3.

*Will not fulfill Oakland’s General Education Foreign Language & Culture Requirement

*Students for whom English is their second language, The Honors College will accept competencies for ONLY those languages taught in or recommended by the Department of Modern Languages at Oakland University. Students MUST FIRST meet with us and will be recommended to the DML.

This new policy was adopted at the 18 February 2009 meeting of the HC Council. It takes effect immediately.
