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Division/Department:  Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Summary:  In accordance with Article IX of the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees, honorary degrees may be awarded by the Board of Trustees in recognition of distinguished accomplishment and service within the scope of the arts and letters, sciences, professions, and public service as recognized and supported by the University.  The awarding of honorary degrees reaffirms Oakland University’s scholarly, creative, and humanitarian values and ties the University to the community at large.

Carl Levin was first elected to the Senate in 1978 and now is in his fifth term. Senator Levin is the longest serving Senator in Michigan history.  He is widely admired by colleagues and constituents of all political persuasions for his diligent work on the Armed Services and Governmental Affairs Committees and for his principled positions on important public issues of the day, such as accountability in government spending and the protection of ordinary citizens from the effects of powerful institutions.

A graduate of Detroit Central High School and Swarthmore College, he received his law degree from Harvard University.  He was appointed assistant attorney general in 1964 and was the first general counsel for the Michigan Civil Rights Commission.  He was elected to the Detroit City Council in 1969 and served as its president for four years before running for the Senate.

As a ranking member of the Armed Services Committee, Senator Levin played an instrumental role in bringing the Fastening and Joining Research Institute to Oakland University’s School of Engineering and Computer Science with funding through the defense budget.  

It is appropriate for Oakland University to honor Senator Levin for his life-long record of public service and his lively contributions to the political discourse of the last thirty years.

It is recommended that Senator Levin be granted an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws based on his distinguished record of public service.
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Action to be Requested at the Next Formal Board Meeting:  The Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost requests that the Board of Trustees approve the awarding of an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws to Senator Carl Levin.

Previous Board Action:
None

Educational Implication:
None

Budgetary Implications:
None

Personnel Implications:
None

Other:



None
Reviewed by Vice President Virinder K. Moudgil:

________________
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Reviewed by Secretary Victor A. Zambardi:
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Reviewed by President Gary D. Russi:
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