ATTACHMENT B

PUBLIC SCHOOL ACADEMY APPLICATION SUMMARY




DATE:  6/26/02

Public School Academy Name:
Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences, Edison 

Schools, Inc. partnership school, two campuses

Location:
Jefferson Campus 
Medbury Campus  

2985 E. Jefferson

2260 Medbury




Detroit, MI 48207

Detroit, MI 48211

Opening Date:
August, 1997 

Existing Status: 
Operational since August 1997
Applicant(s)

Rev. Jim Holley
Grade Level & Projected Student Enrollment: Grades K – 11

   Enrollment 2002/03 – 2,370 students

Academy Focus:  To deliver a quality educational program that successfully meets the needs of each student.   To prepare students for their post secondary educational experience and/or the world of work, to partner with institutions of higher learning that share our basic beliefs and expectations about the preparation and related accountability needed to ensure and guarantee success of every student.

Mode of Operation:  Internal in partnership with Edison Schools Inc.   Board Members: 9, 

with 1 current vacancy.

Curriculum Plan: Core curriculum subject matter emphasizing Arts and Sciences with a mission of preparing students who will participate responsibly in a free and democratic society.  Curriculum includes a strong emphasis on science and technology, literacy, and an appreciation of the fine arts, including physical fitness.  The Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences, to date, shows upward trends in student MEAP scores and is in the process of reinventing itself to increase student achievement, particularly students with special needs.  The Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences is developing stronger partnerships with the business community to provide employment and higher education opportunities via internships and scholarships for all of its graduates. 
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Instructional Strategies:  The Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences uses an Edison approach, which includes an extended school day with after school academic and enrichment programming, an extended school year, and required professional development activities for teachers during the summer.  Grade levels are divided into Houses, such that each student is known by a group of teachers and paraprofessional service providers and is held accountable for both achievement and behavior.  

Academic subjects include reading, writing, language arts, mathematics, social studies,

science, foreign language, fine arts and physical fitness, including health. The Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences is planning to expand from its current K-11 to Pre-K through grade 12 within 5 years.
Observations (based on applicant interview/visit):  The Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences is seeking an authorizer who will work with them and help them to be a better school for their students.   The Public School Academies Advisory Review Committee (PSAARC) site visit team observed that the Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences: 

· has a clear mission and vision, which includes participation in the revitalization of Detroit’s east side;

· is committed to and has the support of the Detroit community it serves; 

· has a Board of Directors that appears to be strong and independent of the management company;  

· has a Board with a strategic plan with respect to its appointment of members, seeking to include corporate representatives who will serve Detroit children in a positive manner;  

· has an oversight team that appears excited about, committed to, and in concert with the Board’s vision and plans.  It is actively engaged in meeting compliance guidelines and committed to exceeding them.

· provides oversight such that all teachers are certified or in the process of becoming certified; 

· with respect to special education services, has the foundation and willingness to provide students with disabilities and those who are at-risk a world-class education;   

· is committed to educating the whole child in word and in deed.  Future plans include providing needy students with the required school uniform, the addition of a health clinic, guaranteed college education and/or employment for each of its graduates; 

· has a physical environment that is spacious, well-lit, clean and colorful, meeting all city, state and federal requirements;

· has a media center that is user-friendly, with ample room for expansion;

· is eager to partner with Oakland University because of its history of responsible, caring oversight.
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The site visit team concluded that the Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences’ proposal did not do justice to the passion and commitment to students demonstrated by the leadership.  
Public School Academy Coordinator: Recommendation: Highly recommended.

PSAARC Recommendation: Per June 18, 2002 meeting recommends that Oakland University accept the Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences’ application, grades K-11, with potential for future expansion. 

University Senate Comments: Application not sent to the Senate for review (not in session).

