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BACHELOR OF ART IN STUDIO ART

Division/Department:  College of Arts and Sciences (CAS)

Summary:  The College of Arts and Sciences recommends that Oakland University grant a Bachelor of Art (B.A.) degree in Studio Art.  Studio Art is an academic discipline that embraces both visual communication and expression of an intellectual vision.  The B.A. in Studio Art is a liberal arts degree, fitting in with the university’s goals of broadly based educational foundations. Seventy percent (70%) of Oakland’s peer institutions and 70% of the Big Ten institutions support a B.A. degree in Studio Art as fundamental to a liberal arts education.  However, only 10% of the public and significant private institutions in southeast Michigan support a B.A. degree.  Only Michigan State University recognizes the value of a strong liberal arts foundation for their visual arts students.  This would place Oakland University in an almost unique situation with regards to the advanced study of the visual arts in southeast Michigan.  Studio art in the context of a liberal education will teach students to connect with the visual world, to analyze it, interpret it, and to revel in it.  The College of Arts and Sciences and Oakland University would be greatly enriched by the creation of visual art by its undergraduate students.  Such creativity would allow students one more avenue for exploring the world in which they live by “enlarging those powers of mind and spirit” necessary for personal and intellectual growth.

Action to be Requested at Next Formal Board Meeting:  We request that the Board of Trustees approve the recommendation that the College of Arts and Sciences be authorized to offer the degree of Bachelor of Art in Studio Art.  As with all new programs, annual evaluations for continuation of the program will occur.

Previous Board Action:  Oakland University first offered the liberal arts major in Studio Art in 1963.  In 1975, the University decided to reallocate positions, a move that resulted in the suspension of the liberal arts major in Studio Art, although a minor in Studio Art was retained.  While the present proposal is entirely new in its focus and curriculum, it builds in spirit on Oakland University’s longstanding commitment to the creative arts. 

Educational Implications:  The proposed liberal arts major in Studio Art is consistent with the Oakland University in 2010 statement and the provision expressing Oakland’s commitment to an exemplary undergraduate education.  Specifically, one of the college’s tactics for implementing this vision emphasizes the visual and performing arts.
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Budgetary Implications:  We expect that this program will produce positive revenue for the university from the outset.  The budget includes funding in the third year for an additional faculty position in Studio Art.  No additional positions beyond this in either Studio Art or Art History or additional space allocations are essential unless the number of majors exceeds 90 students.  While the program naturally could grow to as many as 200 students, the department will cap the number of majors at 90 in order to live within current budget and space constraints and maintain positive revenue flow for the institution.  Finally, the College of Arts and Sciences will review the budget annually to insure that the program is maintaining its profitable status.  Please see pages 33-34 of the attached proposal for budget detail.

Personnel Implications:  The proposed major can be implemented with the current full-time Studio Art faculty and one additional part-time Studio Art faculty member.  In the course of the next few years, the Department of Art and Art History will request a third full-time Studio Art faculty member through the College of Arts and Sciences’ annual call for new faculty position allocations.

Attachments:  

A.
Proposal for a Bachelor of Art in Studio Art.
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