Student Liaison Report

Jim Gammicchia 

Distinguished Board Members, Administrators, Faculty, Staff and Students of Oakland University.  We begin by offering our heartfelt gratitude to all of you for affording us this opportunity to serve the student body as student liaisons.  In this capacity we have learned so much while working to voice student views on paramount issues around campus such as tuition and state appropriations, capital expenditures, and curriculum improvements here at Oakland University.  Dr. Russi, Dr. Snyder- Thank you for this opportunity, for entrusting us with this honor, for believing in us.  We have served with pride to represent the students, and we hope to have served them well.

Our tenure as student liaisons has witnessed physical improvements on campus by way of the Student Resource Center- bringing helpful organizational resources to students and organizations alike, the Student Technology Center- bringing technology advancements to students’ fingertips, the Renovation of South Foundation Hall- bringing technology and safety to the classroom atmosphere, the Gender & Sexuality Center- enabling our campus diversity to grow and succeed, and the Renovation of the Vandenberg Cafeteria- updating our Residence Halls and making the on-campus living experience more enjoyable.  Each meeting, the 2010 Vision is carefully implemented by caring Board Members who have the students’ best interests in mind.  Investment and financial decisions are made with great precision and planning.  All decisions are made to advance this University in the market while improving student life and learning on this campus, and for that the Board, Administration, Faculty, and Staff should be applauded.

It is important for Oakland to continue to receive fair state funding to continue to provide the exemplary education and services for which it is known.  In an economy where a college degree is required, Oakland must continue to prepare students to prosper anywhere, under any conditions, and in any career field.  The foresight of the Board and Administration has been commendable in all aspects of the direction of Oakland University towards Vision 2010.

We would like to take this opportunity to offer a debt of gratitude to the Administration and Staff for empowering us and assisting us in our endeavors; in particular the General Counsel’s Office.  Thank you for your support!

Student Liaison Report
Frederick DeNault IV

Distinguished Board Members, Administrators, Faculty, Staff and Students of Oakland University, we would like to thank you for the opportunity to be student liaisons to the Board of Trustees.  Only through assistance from people throughout the university were we able to attain this position and perform it successfully.  For that, we are truly grateful.  

During our time on the Board, we saw the Hamlin Hall refurbishing, Meadow Brook Hall, an institution close to our heart, begin to show its strength, and the enhancement of many academic programs.  We are happy with the initiation of projects that positively enrich student life.
We have learned more than we ever imagined about the governance of this university and its relation to the State of Michigan.  The Board began the year with the tuition issue and ends it with a difficult plan on the table to revise state appropriations.  We are confident administration is doing everything they can to contain costs and improve efficiency.  Affordability and its small size is where Oakland excels.  We need to make sure those qualities remain intact and improve the quality of the education itself.  State appropriations won’t solve the problem.  We need to continue to make sure schools are treated equally in their appropriations but sadly, the best equation may not come.  Therefore, we need to address the alternative ways to keep tuition low and increase the quality of education.
We saw this Board demand lower costs to students.  And we saw the heartfelt and powerless feeling that came over the Board when increasing costs and a poor economy made it impossible to do so.  We hope that seeking solutions continues to be the mindset of the Board.  

Throughout our time, we relayed information to many students, and they gave us countless opinions, advice, and wishes for Oakland. With these perspectives in mind, we reviewed the issues brought to the Board and worked with administration and the Board when necessary.

We cannot stress enough my thanks to Board and Administration for their assistance and for granting us this opportunity.  Specifically Dr. Russi and Dr. Snyder , Vic Zambardi, and the staff at the Office of the General Counsel.  This will be the last leadership position at Oakland for the both of us.  We’re glad we had the chance to experience and learn before we left.  We will take the lessons we have learned with us.  And we will always remember that it was here we molded our insights that will go with us our whole lives.

