STUDENT LIAISON’S REPORT

By Kimberly Langley

Last year, when I filled out the application for the Student Liaison to the Board of Trustees, I really didn’t know what I was getting into.  Through my experience in Student Congress, I was well aware of what issues concerned students, but I had never thought of the administrative side of many issues, until now.  Before I would always be mad that our tuition was too high or that I didn’t understand why the Board took the actions that it did, but now, more than ever, I see that the Board does the best that they can and researches many possibilities for the university, until the absolute best solution can be found.  When students argue that everything costs too much, and that it’s the administration’s fault, I am always the one to say that none of the decisions that the Board makes are ever going to be perfect or please everyone, but I honestly believe that they look out for what is in the best interest of the students here at OU.

The main problem here at OU, which is a good problem to have, is that we are growing.  Parking lots are falling apart, there aren’t enough meeting rooms for student organizations, Varner Hall has outgrown the theater department, students eat their lunch on the floor in the Oakland Center, there isn’t food service for dorm students on the weekends, it always seems that there aren’t enough police officers on campus, and whenever a student goes to the library, they never have the books that students need.  I see now, that all of these problems are not going to be solved after just one Board meeting.  However, I do feel that the Board made the right decision last April when approving a contract for an architect for the expansion of the Oakland Center.  This is a decision that will benefit every student at OU, and make the university seem much more like a university, rather than a crowded high school.  I would personally like to thank Trustee Baskin for his insistence on moving the project along.  And I would like to thank the entire Board for recognizing just how important the expansion of the Oakland Center is to the university and to the students.

I would also like to thank Trustee Nicholson, for always being environmentally conscientious, and Dr. Russi, Dr. Snyder, Ms. Schaefer, and Ms. Saunders for always answering any questions that I had.  I would like to congratulate 

Ms. Rhonda Hanna and Mr. David Jewel, for being selected as the two new Liaisons to the Board; I know they will do an excellent job.  Thank you for opening my eyes to how the university really works, and for allowing me the opportunity to be a Student Liaison to the Board, it has truly been a wonderful experience.

If I had one big blue sky wish, besides getting a football team, that I would want to see the Board pursue in the year to come, it would be to improve the life of the student who lives on campus.  Much can be done to improve the dorms, food service, and activities that are available to the students.  The student apartments are an excellent step, but more needs to be done if the university wants to keep students at OU here on the weekends.  I believe that the answer can be found in Greek housing.  Just last fall, Sigma Pi was honored for throwing the largest non-alcoholic Greek event in the country.  Just imagine if there was a Greek quad on campus, and safe non-alcoholic parties and activities could take place all the time.  Many Greek organizations are looking for houses or already have houses, but sadly none are located on campus.  Oakland University has overlooked the strength in the Greek system, and needs to put more effort and money into it.  Currently there are 15 Greek Organizations on campus, and this number is growing.  I think that the university is going to miss out on an awesome opportunity to make student life at OU comparable to that at other universities.  We need to start working with the Greek Organizations.  I would hope that the Board would consider this idea, and at least put some time into researching the costs and benefits Greek housing would have for our campus.  I know that many members of the Greek community would be happy to see such an effort being made.       

Once again, I would just like to thank you for the opportunity to serve the students as a Liaison to the Board, and hope that the university will continue to grow and prosper in the future.
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