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In preparing this report I have attempted to review the library’s current holdings as they relate to the courses that are described in “draft 6” of the program proposal.  I have looked at various indexes to determine relevant journals and books and then have checked to see what the OU Library is lacking.

COLLECTION STRENGTHS

The Library does have many materials that will be very useful for students and faculty in the proposed program.  We have recently been purchasing books for the School of Nursing in the area of health promotion and wellness.  Some of the books are specific to the field of nursing, but many are more interdisciplinary and should be useful for the proposed program.  Of course, we have been obtaining materials for both the exercise science program and the industrial safety and health program for many years and thus have many important resources in those areas.  For the newly approved graduate certificate in complementary medicine and wellness, we have begun a subscription to the Alt-HealthWatch database which includes full text articles contained in 169 journals and magazines in the area of alternative medicine.  We also have available several online indexes in the other relevant subject areas.  These include MEDLINE (National Library of Medicine), CINAHL (Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature), Health Reference Center Academic (indexing both consumer and professional health periodicals), PsycInfo (the American Psychological Association’s book and journal index), ABI Inform (business periodicals), AltHealth, and PerAbs (a general index that does include many health related journals and magazines).  As with Alt-HealthWatch several of these databases also include full text articles from a number of journals and magazines that are significant for this program.  In some cases the Library also has a print subscription to the journal.  In other cases the online articles are the only direct access OU has for these titles.  Many of the periodicals are consumer rather than professional in their orientation (although I would think they would still be useful to some extent to undergraduate students)—examples include American Fitness, Harvard Health Letter, Tufts University Health & Nutrition Letter, Men’s Health, and Runner’s World.   Others are more traditional journals (some of which the Library would need to add for this program if they were not available to the Library full text online in these databases)—examples include Health Education & Behavior, Journal of Alcohol & Drug Education, and Journal of Safety and Health Quarterly.

COLLECTION NEEDS

To determine if the Library would still have needs for this program beyond our current collections I searched for topics related to the proposed courses in several of the databases that I mentioned above—CINAHL, PsycInfo, Medline, PerAbs, and ABI/Inform.  The list of journals that I have included as Appendix A is the result of these searches.  I have included only journals from which multiple relevant citations were retrieved.  Total cost of annual subscriptions to all of these journals is over $7,000.  Since this is an undergraduate not a graduate program, I do not feel all of the titles would be essential (although they all would be useful).  I have indicated titles that do seem most important, and these total around $2,200.  After the program begins, we can carefully monitor interlibrary loan data to see if there are still other titles that should be added.  I have budgeted an additional $500 in both year three and year five in an attempt to meet such needs—and perhaps to add important newly begun titles.  We will add journals, if possible, in both electronic and print formats.

To look at the book collection I first identified subject headings closely related to the focus of the program—health promotion, preventive health services, health education, employee health promotion, accidents—prevention, industrial safety, safety education, clinical health psychology, exercise, and physical fitness.  I then used the union library catalog that is available on FirstSearch—WorldCat.  There I was able to combine topics, look at library holdings at particular institutions, and also note what OU had. Concentrating on books published in the last three years, I was able to identify over 50 titles that seemed relevant both for the program and for undergraduate students.  While these might not be the most essential titles to buy for the program, identifying them did reveal that there are books that would be useful that OU does not own.  I have budgeted enough to purchase about 40 books in year one and then enough for approximately 15 new titles in each of the following years.

CONCLUSIONS

From the Library’s point of view this is a desirable program to support.  Buying materials for it would strengthen our collections in areas that would benefit many other students—in nursing, education, business, HRD, and health sciences.  Journals that are needed are rather expensive, but they have the potential for heavy use—especially if we can make them available in both paper and electronic formats.  
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