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Oakland University

Board Of Trustees

April 3, 2002

APPOINTMENT OF DISTINGUISHED PROFESSORS

A Recommendation

Introduction

In 1988 the Board of Trustees created the faculty rank of Distinguished Professor.  Upon recommendation of the President and Provost, the Board of Trustees may appoint individuals to the rank of Distinguished Professor for the duration of the individual’s active service at Oakland, and that the appointment of individuals to distinguished professorships will be based on the criteria for professorships set forth in the document Oakland University Tenure and Promotion Statement, May 1984.  

A selection committee of their peers recommended the following faculty members for approval to Dr. Virinder K. Moudgil, Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost, to the appointment of Distinguished Professor.

Recommendations


RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the appointment of the following Professors to the rank of Distinguished Professor upon the conditions set forth in the Board of Trustees November 16, 1988 Resolutions:  

I. New Appointments

Appleton, Sheldon L., Distinguished Professor of Political Science, effective August 15, 2002.

Cramer, Ronald L., Distinguished Professor of Education, effective August 15, 2002.

Eberwein, Jane Donahue, Distinguished Professor of English, effective August 15, 2002.
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Budgetary Implications

A onetime salary stipend of $2,500 plus an annual supplies and services allocation of $1,500, up to five years, per Distinguished Professor will be paid from the Provost’s Discretionary Fund.

Submitted to the President








on ____________, 20__ by








_______________________








Virinder K. Moudgil








Interim Vice President for 








Academic Affairs and Provost

Recommended on ______________, 20___.

to the Board for Approval by

___________________________________

Gary D. Russi

President
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Attachment A

Sheldon Appleton

Sheldon Appleton, Professor of Political Science, is a recognized authority on presidential politics and public opinion, an exemplary teacher who won Oakland University’s first Teaching Excellence Award, and an energetic provider of service and support to students, the University, and the local community.

Professor Appleton joined the Oakland University faculty in1960 after completing degrees in history and political science at New York University and the University of Minnesota.  His early scholarship focused on communist China and Taiwan and includes a book-length study of U. S.- China policy published by Michigan State University Press in 1961.  His other book, American Foreign Policy: An Introduction with Cases (Little, Brown, 1968) is a widely adopted textbook.  His more recent scholarship, published in top journals in the field and presented at professional conferences, includes studies of the political beliefs of Americans.

He served six years on the editorial board of the American Journal of Political Science.  At various times during his career, Professor Appleton has developed his expertise through appointments as a United States Foreign Service Officer, as a Ford Foundation Training Fellow in East Asia, and as a Visiting Professor at the University of Hawaii.  

Professor Appleton’s low-key but highly effective teaching style is legendary.  In the classroom, he skillfully encourages interaction, rational discourse, and discovery, and he challenges students to reconsider unsubstantiated assumptions and to support generalizations with evidence.  Many years after graduating, alumni report warm memories of Professor Appleton’s stimulating and challenging classes.  In addition to a broad range of courses he has taught in political science, he has made important teaching contributions to American Studies, International Studies, and the Honors College.  

Although Professor Appleton has many accomplishments in the area of service, he is most often recognized for his work in student advising and finding better ways to guide students through the intricacies of the curriculum.  Good advising is essential to the success of most students.  His service to the local community has included such worthy projects as the Human Relations Council, Little League baseball, the church, and advocacy on public issues.  He was a participant in the 1965 Selma to Montgomery voting rights march led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Professor Appleton has also served admirably as Associate Dean of the College and as Associate Provost for Undergraduate Studies.  While holding these administrative positions, he continued to teach a course almost every semester.  He is often consulted by the press and by community and university organizations for his expertise on electoral politics and public policy.
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Attachment B

Ronald L. Cramer

Ronald L. Cramer, Professor of Education, is a widely-published and recognized authority on the teaching of language arts, an exemplary teacher, an energetic leader of the faculty association, and a builder in the School of Education and Human Services.   By every measure, his accomplishments merit the rank of Distinguished Professor.

Professor Cramer joined the Oakland University faculty in 1967 and soon received the first of a long series of grants from the U. S. Department of Education for the development of training materials and early childhood educators.  These grants led to the establishment of the Early Childhood Master’s Degree and the Lowry Center.  Between 1968 and the present he has published seven books on reading and language arts, the most recent being Creative Power: The Nature and Nurture of Children’s Writing (Addison Wesley Longman 2001).  He has also published 68 scholarly articles and book chapters.  For the textbook publisher Scott Foresman he has been author or co-author of thirteen reading and spelling textbooks in separate editions for every grade level, 1 through 8, totaling more than one hundred books.  Together with several doctoral students, he is currently engaged in researching a national database in order to understand spelling variations in the writing samples of students in grades 1 through 8.

In 1996 Professor Cramer received both the Oakland University Teaching Excellence Award and the Governor’s Award for Teaching Excellence.  In both undergraduate and graduate courses he develops self-discovery strategies as a substitute for presentational modes of teaching, emphasizing learning as a personal journey.  He has directed the doctoral dissertations of 25 students and has served on the doctoral committees of 18 others as part of Oakland University’s Ph. D. program in Reading and Language Arts.

Professor Cramer’s service contributions have been extensive.  Because of his expertise in reading and language arts, his participation in the development of the relatively large Ph. D. program in the School of Education and Human Services has been critical.  He has been deeply committed to the goals of the faculty association and has served three terms on its Executive Committee, one term as Vice President, and two terms as President.  He has been Chief Negotiator twice.  He has also served four times on the Faculty Review and Promotion Committee and numerous other committees vital to the smooth functioning of academic governance.

Because of his extensive publications and his work with teaching professionals through Oakland University’s graduate programs, Professor Cramer has exerted a significant positive influence on the teaching of reading and language arts in Southeastern Michigan and throughout the nation.
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Attachment C

Jane Donahue Eberwein

Jane Donahue Eberwein, Professor of English, is an internationally recognized authority on the poetry of Emily Dickinson, a demanding and widely admired teacher, and a paragon of dedicated professional and University service.  By every measure, her accomplishments merit the rank of Distinguished Professor.  

Professor Eberwein joined the Oakland University faculty immediately upon receiving her doctorate in American Civilization from Brown University in 1969.  Her first book, Early American Poetry (University of Wisconsin Press 1978), has become a standard in the field and remains in print.  Her second book, Dickinson: Strategies of Limitation (University of Massachusetts Press 1985), established her as a premier interpreter of the poetry of Emily Dickinson, one of the most important figures in American literature.  As a result of her high status in the area of Dickinson studies, Professor Eberwein was invited to edit An Emily Dickinson Encyclopedia (Greenwood Press 1998), a monumental and authoritative undertaking that will remain a standard reference work for many years to come.  In addition to these books, Professor Eberwein has published fifty scholarly articles and eighteen reviews, has made about thirty conference presentations, and has served on the editorial boards of several journals.

As a teacher, Professor Eberwein is widely known to be rigorous and demanding but also supportive and dedicated to the success of her students.  She extends her scholarly work into the classroom by helping students understand the complex social, cultural, and religious contexts of the study of American literature.  Her students are expected to explain what they have learned in detail, in writing, and at length.  Students find the experience bracing but illuminating and flock to her courses.  She has frequently been nominated for the teaching excellence award.   Many students request that she direct their independent study and honors projects.

The clarity and grace of Professor Eberwein’s writing style have made her a valuable contributor in the area of service.  During twelve years as Secretary of the University Senate, her exquisitely wrought minutes of meetings have brought delight even while they have become a reliable record of academic governance.  Her editorial skills are frequently sought when reports need to be written.  Professor Eberwein has served on and chaired a long list of important committees, most notably the University Committee on Undergraduate Instruction, where her vast knowledge of the undergraduate curriculum has become indispensable.  
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The following quotation from the nominating letter by the Chair of the English department may serve as a summation: “Professor Eberwein’s intellectual achievements in scholarship, her dedication to her students, and her devotion to the welfare of Oakland University, supported by her seemingly boundless and

unflagging energy, enthusiasm, and good will have produced a distinguished career, the object of admiration and aspiration of many of her colleagues both at OU and elsewhere.”

