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Introduction

In accordance with Article IX of the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees, honorary degrees may be awarded by the Board of Trustees in recognition of distinguished accomplishment and service within the scope of the arts and letters, sciences, professions, and public service as recognized and supported by the University.  The awarding of honorary degrees reaffirms Oakland University’s scholarly, creative, and humanitarian values and ties the University to the community at large.

Now in her ninety-ninth year, Doris Eaton Travis has had a distinguished career as a dancer, actress, business entrepreneur, rancher, author, and supporter of the performing arts.

Doris Eaton was born in 1904 and at the age of fourteen became the youngest performer in the Ziegfeld Follies, appearing with such legends as Will Rogers, Eddie Cantor, and Fannie Brice.  With two sisters and two brothers also appearing in the Follies in the years between 1918 and 1923, the Eatons became a well-known family during Broadway’s golden age.  Later, Doris moved to Hollywood and introduced the song “Singin’ in the Rain” in the Hollywood Music Box Review.

After leaving show business, she went on to great success founding a chain of eighteen Arthur Murray dance studios in Michigan, which she owned and operated for thirty years.  Later, in an entirely different business venture with her late husband, Paul Travis, she helped run a quarter-horse ranch, which she continues to operate today.  In 1992, at the age of eighty-eight, she became the oldest graduate of the University of Oklahoma.  

The University of Oklahoma Press published her memoir, The Days We Danced, in 2003.  It is a personal, poignant, comprehensive, and wise review of the performing arts in America in the twentieth century.  At the age of ninety-five, Ms. Travis danced on the stage of New York City’s Shubert Theater in a benefit performance for the Phyllis Newman Women’s Health Initiative.
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Ms. Travis has generously supported higher education through the Doris and Paul Travis Professor Program in the College of Arts and Sciences at Oakland University and through support of endowed chairs of medicine at the University of Oklahoma.

It is appropriate for Oakland University to honor Ms. Travis for her diverse accomplishments over a very long period of time.

Recommendation

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approve the awarding of an honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities to Doris Eaton Travis.
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