










































































































































































































































































Proposal: Doctor of Philosophy in 
Nursing Degree

OU School of Nursing 
Presentation to the Board of Trustees

June 4th, 2018



Rationale for Doctor of Philosophy in 
Nursing Degree

• Decline of PhD graduates

• Faculty shortages  

• Students denied admission

• Aging doctorally prepared faculty



American Association of Colleges of Nursing

• Enrollments in PhD programs have decreased 
for the second consecutive year (2017)

• AACN urges all stakeholders to intensify their 
efforts to increase enrollment in research-
focused doctoral programs (2017)



OU Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing Degree

• Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing Degree program

• Accessible

• Flexible

• Online nature 

• Designated Pathways 



OU Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing Degree

• BSN > MSN > DNP > PhD (80 Credits)

• MSN > DNP > PhD (60 Credits)

• DNP > PhD (48 Credits)



Regional Comparison
Oakland 

University

Wayne State 

University

Michigan State 

University

University of 

Michigan

BSN-PhD

Total 80 credits

BSN-PhD

Total 91 Credits

BSN-PhD Not 

Specified

BSN-PhD

Total 51 

Credits

MSN-PhD

Total 60 Credits

MSN-PhD

Total 67 Credits

MSN-PhD

Total 67 Credits

MSN-PhD

Total 45 

Credits

DNP-PhD

Total 48 Credits

DNP-PhD not 

offered

DNP-PhD not 

offered

DNP-PhD not 

offered



OU Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing Degree

• Prepare Nurse Scientist

• Students with diverse educational backgrounds

• Community enhancement
– “Doctoral Week”

– Presentations



Implications

• Advances the Discipline

• Enhanced Research

• Education

• Practice 



Thank You!


