
 
 

Oakland University 
Vice President for Student Affairs 

 
Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan, announces a nationwide search for its next vice president for student affairs. 
Oakland University is a preeminent metropolitan university that is recognized as a student-centered doctoral research 
institution with a global perspective. Established in 1957 with 570 students, the University has grown tremendously and now 
enrolls more 20,000 students, has more than 100,000 alumni, and offers 264 degree and certificate programs. The new vice 
president will join Oakland University at a time of great promise: under the leadership of a new president who was appointed 
in July 2014 and who has engaged the entire institution in a crafting a strategic plan to extend the University’s remarkable 
upward trajectory. The successful candidate will have an opportunity to envision and shape the next era of excellence and 
innovation for student affairs in support of Oakland University’s aspirations and strategic goals. 
 
The Position 
Reporting directly to the president, the vice president for student affairs serves as a member of the president’s cabinet and 
participates in institution-wide planning and policy development. The vice president champions Oakland University’s strong 
tradition as a student-centered university and contributes to leadership for the engagement and success of all students. The 
vice president provides strategic vision and management oversight for a dynamic and complex division that touches the entire 
campus community, is critically engaged in all aspects of students’ lives, and works across the institution to foster an inclusive 
and supportive environment that promotes learning both inside and outside the classroom. The vice president manages a $40 
million budget and oversees the following areas: student activities, multicultural initiatives, campus recreation, pre-college 
programs, veterans support services, first year advising center, tutoring center, disability support services, health center, 
counseling center, career services, student center, ID card operations, dining services, bookstore, university housing, and 
student conduct. Senior staff reporting directly to the vice president include an assistant vice president, an assistant vice 
president and dean of students, and the directors of university housing, student center, career services, and divisional 
technology.  
 
Qualifications 
Oakland University seeks a compelling campus leader, a strong student advocate, a builder of community, and a dynamic and 
innovative administrator as its next vice president for student affairs. Requirements include an advanced degree (doctorate 
preferred), significant senior-level experience in higher education, and a strong record of accomplishment in fostering student 
engagement and success. This position requires strategic vision, exceptional communication and interpersonal skills, an 
understanding of current issues and best practices in student affairs, experience using data and student learning outcomes to 
make evidence-based decisions, excellent business acumen and budget management skills, and experience recruiting and 
mentoring talented staff and leading cross-functional teams. The successful candidate will also demonstrate a passion for 
working with students and a deep commitment to diversity and inclusion. Experience designing effective living-learning 
communities, leading residential and student life facilities improvement and capital projects, and managing auxiliary enterprises 
is preferred, as is interest in and some experience with fundraising and revenue generation. 
 
Application and Nomination 
Review of applications will begin February 20, 2015 and will continue until the position is filled. For full consideration, please 
submit a position-specific cover letter and resume via the SJG website at www.spelmanandjohnson.com under the link 
Current Searches. Nominations and confidential inquiries may be directed to James M. Norfleet at jmn@sjgsearch.com. 
  

SJG – The Spelman & Johnson Group 
Oakland University – Vice President for Student Affairs 

James M. Norfleet, Search Associate 
 

Visit the Oakland University website at www.oakland.edu 
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