
JPN 355 Winter 2010 Syllabus 
 
Sensei: Seigo Nakao    
Office: 354 O’Dowd Hall.  
Office Hours: MWF: 2:30-3:30.  
 
I. Course Description: 
Tranlsation: Japanese (4 credits): Translation from Japanese to English of a range of materials from 
commercial and technical to literary. 
Prerequisite: JPN 215 or equivalent. 
 
II. Texts: 
1) Reading Japanese, Eleanor Jorden.  
 
Recommended: New College Ei-Wa/Japanese-English Jiten (Kenkyusha); Lighthouse Ei-Wa Jiten 
(Kenkyusha); Kodansha Campus Ei-Wa Jiten (Kodansha).  Denshi-jisho is highly recommended.   
 
III. Objectives: 
The primary objective of this course is needless to say to translate diverse Japanese materials into 
English.  First, you translate the text "literally" before considering "style."  In some cases, you will find 
the literal translation does not necessarily work as English (that is, the translation does not sound 
natural or even un-understandable); in such cases you are encouraged to discuss the merits and demerits 
of the literal or non-literal translations, and will learn subtle differences between them.  You are 
expected to increase the vocabulary and the number of kanji by learning and memorizing all the new 
words appearing in the texts.  The course also involves solid mastery of different speech levels and 
styles (honorifics, humble expressions, colloquialism, newspaper style, semi-archaic, masculine or 
feminine suffixes, etc.).  At this stage (still “intermediate” level), you are supposed to be familiar with 
most of the Japanese grammatical components, and know a great number of Japanese words.  The next 
step is to distinguish the subtle differences between synonymous words or grammatical components 
whose meanings or usages appear more or less the same but in fact somewhat differ from each other.   
 
IVI. Requirements: 
1) Assignments (10 %). 
Submission of the assignments in hard copy on time--delays are not accepted whatever the reasons 
are--please type them or write them decipherably. 
 
2) Attendance (10 %). 
Excellent attendance and participation.  To be in the class at 9:20 am.  If you have a chronic conflict 
with this class’s schedule, you should take this course in the future when your schedule is compatible 
with the class schedule. 
 
3) Exams and Quizzes (65 %). 
Take all the exams and quizzes on the scheduled dates no matter what happens to you.  No makeup is 
given.  Quizzes are given towards the end of the class.  (Midterm=25 pts; Final=25; 
Quiz-cumulative=15.) 
 
4) Project submission and presentation (Project 10; presentation 5).  
The presentation should focus on the difference between the original and the translation.  
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You pick up one Japanese text that is easily available or you are interested (such as magazine articles, 
ads, food packages, internet discussions, movie, a paragraph from a novel, poem, manuals, newspaper 
article) as long as they are in Japanese.  The sooner you pick up your project, the better--give me the 
title by 4/9.  Please submit both the original Japanese and its English translation (typed, double spaced). 
 For the presentation, you will project the original onto the screen and explain the grammatical and 
terminological components, and which lines you struggled and how you resolved them. 
 
V. Grading Scale: total score 

A+: 97+  A: 93+  A-: 90+  
      B+: 87+   B: 83+  B-: 80+  
 C+: 77+   C: 73+  C-: 70+  
 D+: 67+ D: 63+   D-: 60+ F: 59 and below. 
 
Conversion of the grades into the numerals of your final translation project: 
A+ =10, A=9, A-=8, B+=7, and so on (in the 10 % ratio). 
 
VI. Schedule (subject to change) 
Kanji and translation quiz will take place as each lesson is finished. 
Date  Lesson number, Reading Japanese 
1. 1/6  Introduction. 
2. 1/8  17 Kanji and short sentences 
3. 1/11  17 Long sentences 
4. 1/13  17 Long sentences 
5. 1/15 Quiz on 17 18 Long sentences; questions 
6. 1/18 No Class  
7. 1/20  18 Long sentences 
8. 1/22  18 Long sentences 
9. 1/25  18 Long sentences 
10. 1/27 Quiz 19 Kanji and short sentences 
11. 1/29  19 Kanji and long sentences 
12. 2/1  19 Long sentences 
13. 2/3  19 Long sentences; questions 
14. 2/5 Quiz 20 Kanji and short sentences 
15. 2/8  20 Kanji and long sentences 
16. 2/10  20 Long sentences 
17. 2/12  20 Long sentences; questions 
18. 2/15 Quiz 21 Kanji and short sentences 
19. 2/17  21 Long sentences 
20. 2/19  21 Long sentences 
21. 3/1  21 Long sentences; questions 
22. 3/3  Midterm 
23. 3/5  

Quiz 
Review of the Midterm. 
22 Kanji and short sentences 

24. 3/8  22 Kanji and long sentences 
25. 3/10  22 Kanji and long sentences 
26. 3/12  22 Long sentences; questions 
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27. 3/15  22 Long sentences 
28. 3/17 Quiz 23 Kanji and short sentences 
29. 3/19  23 Kanji and long sentences 
30. 3/22  23 Long sentences 
31. 3/24  23 Long sentences; questions 
32. 3/26 Quiz 24 Kanji and short sentences 
33. 3/29  24 Kanji and long sentences 
34. 3/31  24 Long sentences 
35. 4/2   24 Long sentences; questions 
36. 4/5 Quiz 25 Kanji and short sentences 
37. 4/7  25 Kanji and long sentences 
38. 4/9  25 Long sentences 
39. 4/12  25 Long sentences; questions 
40. 4/14  25 Long sentences; Preview of the final. 
41. 4/16  Presentation Session 2 
42. 4/19  Presentation Session 3 
43. 4/26 Final Pay attention!! 8:00 - 10:00 am 

 


