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	As a state-supported institution of higher education, Oakland University has a three-fold mission. It offers instructional programs of high quality that lead to degrees at the baccalaureate, master's and doctoral levels as well as programs in continuing education; it advances knowledge and promotes the arts through research, scholarship and creative activity; and it renders significant public service. In all its activities, the university strives to exemplify educational leadership.


	1.To examine the extant body of knowledge and theories concerning human and child nature, development, variabilities and exceptionalities.  This goal is consistent with Oakland University’s mission to “offer master programs that meet demonstrable needs of Michigan residents and that maintain excellence.”

 2. To undertake the generation of new knowledge through research and reflective inquiry in order to extend the understanding of early childhood education, and to strengthen the professional self understanding of the early childhood educator.  This goal is consistent with Oakland University’s mission to “advance knowledge trough the research and scholarship of its faculty and students.”


	Students will:

1.Promote child development and learning

2.Build family and community relationships

3. Observe, document, and assess to support young children and families

4. Promote positive development and learning for children by their understanding &  knowledge of child development

5. Become informed advocates for sound educational practices and policies

6. Demonstrate understanding of ethical guidelines and other professional standards related to early childhood practice.  
	State of Michigan Early Childhood Endorsement test (direct measure)

Final Project Assessment (direct measure)

Exit Interview (indirect measure)


	All full-time faculty
	The results of the state test, exit interviews and assessment of final projects will result in an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the program and will result in recommendations for program improvements. 




