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I. Oakland University Mission Statement

A. Instruction
· “A variety of majors and specialized curricula prepare students for post-baccalaureate education, professional schools or careers directly after graduation.  Each program provides a variety of courses and curricular experiences to ensure an enriched life along with superior career preparation or enhancement.”

· “In keeping with the various needs of its diverse students, many of whom commute, work or are older than the traditional college-age student, the university’s course offerings remain current and relevant through an adequate program of continuing faculty development and the exploration of innovative schedules, methods and curricular.” 
B. Student Development
· “In direct support of its academic mission, Oakland University provides basic services and experiences that integrate cognitive learning with the personal growth of the individual student.” 
II. OU General Education Program


General education is central to the Bachelor of Integrative Studies 
program as it is one of 
few common requirements for all Students within the program.  As such the learning 
outcomes listed below influenced the assessment plan.  


1. Writing: The student will demonstrate

· knowledge of the elements, writing processes, and organizing strategies for creating analytical and expository prose
· effective rhetorical strategies appropriate to the topic, audience, context, and purpose


2. Capstone Experience: The student will demonstrate:

· appropriate uses of a variety of methods of inquiry and a recognition of ethical considerations that arise

· the ability to integrate the knowledge learned in general education and its relevance to the student’s life and career
III. Academic Unit Goal

The original purpose of the program as outlined in the 1975 enabling legislation was "to enable the university to better respond to the needs (especially, but not exclusively) of its adult, 'nontraditional,' largely evening population."  More than 30 years later, the purpose remains essentially the same.  The intent is to provide students who are primarily non-traditional in age with decision-making opportunities to design an educational program that is flexible and different from existing Oakland University majors.  As such the goals of the unit are to:
A. Offer students, with interests in courses from across the university, the opportunity to develop their own curricular programs. 

B. Offer students a baccalaureate program that integrates past course work with future coursework to accomplish personal and academic goals. 

C. Prepare students for post-baccalaureate education in cross-departmental fields. 

D. Assist students in taking responsibility for educational and career planning. 

E. Assist students in educational and personal development. 

IV. Program OUTComes for Student Learning

The program strives to provide students with the opportunity to create a meaningful 
integrative curriculum which addresses their individual goals for personal, academic, 
and professional growth.  In order to successfully complete the program, each student 
must demonstrate the ability to: 
1. Write in a professional/academic manner.
2. Assess complex issues/problems from multiple perspectives.
3. Articulate solutions for complex issues/problems from an integrative perspective.

4. Make connections between their education and the community.

V. METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 
Application Questionnaire and Plan of Study [direct measure]

Students are required to submit an individualized plan of study and application 
questionnaire.  This is considered the student’s application to the Integrative Studies 
major.  Each application is evaluated by the Faculty Admissions Committee for 
Integrative Studies.  Applications are evaluated for integrative focus, diversity, 
completeness, and rhetorical correctness.  Assessment of learning objectives 1, 2, and 
3 are compiled and retained for comparison with the same learning objectives embedded 
in other direct measures.  See Appendix A for the evaluation rubric.    

Capstone Course Research Paper – HS 402 Field Experience in Integrative 
Studies [direct measure]
Assessment of the capstone course is directly linked to the assessment of the General Education learning outcomes required by the General Education Committee for capstone experience and writing intensive in the major.  The capstone course for Integrative Studies is HS 402 Field Experience in Integrative Studies.  

The capstone course requires that students draw upon their experience and knowledge gained through the general education requirement and their individual major.  Specifically students will be drawing upon various theories of academic inquiry in analyzing the role their education has within the greater social context of community.  The principal ethical concern in this course is how education is integrated within the development of community and the depth and breadth of one’s concept of self.  Within the course students evaluate the extent to which their educational experiences relate to greater social issues and how it applies to their overall educational and community involvement experiences.  They investigate how the knowledge gained from their coursework impacts self and others and how this extends into their role as members of the community within and outside of the university.  
Students are asked to provide an overall integrative analysis of a social issue/problem.  The final paper assignment is an integrative paper, which means students must address an issue and identify/solve the problem by drawing upon the academic focus outlined in their individual major.  Exploring how the knowledge gained through their educational experience informed their perspective and influenced their understanding of this issue/problem.  Lastly, they address how their educational experience transfers to other broader social contexts through a service learning project.  

This research paper is separated into three scaffolded assignments, to culminate in a final research paper.  Over the course of the semester students submit three assignments, on an integrative topic which are evaluated for organization, style, etc. and resubmitted as a final written assignment.  We assess the phase one and phase three papers in the capstone course HS 402 (See assessment rubric attached in Appendix B and C).  Each paper is scored according to evaluative criteria of learning outcomes.  For example, one of the scoring rubrics of the final analysis paper rates how well students “How well does the student assess a problem that requires an integrative research approach.”  Raters are instructed to rate the paper using a 4 point Likert scale that ranges from “poor” to “excellent.”  

All the phase one papers will receive an assessment score from the instructor.  Scoring of the papers are retained through the BIS e-space site for future analysis and combined with other sections of the course.  All final research papers will receive an assessment score from the instructor at the end of the semester.  The final research paper and the assessment scores from the capstone course will be collected by the instructor of each section and kept for future analysis.  Scoring of the final papers are retained and combined with other sections of the course for future analysis.  Every other year the total population is determined and half will be randomly selected and coded by a second faculty rater (chosen from the faculty council for BIS).  
Capstone Course Electronic Portfolio [direct measure]

As part of the capstone course students are required to construct an electronic portfolio using Oakland University’s e-portfolio site or Google sites.  The electronic portfolio is a centerpiece of our students’ education, to the extent that it is an opportunity to present a cohesive narrative of their educational and professional goals.  This provides an opportunity to employ the language of interdisciplinarity in a personal and specific way, and an ongoing and accessible collection of their achievements for both academic and professional audiences.  The portfolio includes a professionally-constructed resume, a narrative highlighting their integrative education, and other artifacts relevant to their academic accomplishments.  Each portfolio is scored according to evaluative criteria of learning outcomes.  Raters are instructed to rate the portfolio using an evaluation rubric for learning objective 1 and 4.  Evaluation scores will be retained for comparison with other direct measures.  Every other year the total population is determined and half will be randomly selected and coded by a second faculty rater (chosen from the faculty council for BIS).  See Appendix D for the evaluation rubric.
Capstone Course Field Placement Integrative Analysis Paper [direct measure]

As part of the capstone course students are required to participate in a service learning assignment that requires students to connect their education with the local community.  The purpose of this project is to assist students in making and understanding the connections between their future goals, education, plan of study coursework, and the greater good of the community.  

To qualify as a field placement, students must volunteer at an agreed upon not-for-profit community based organization.  What they offer the organization will be determined largely by their talents and the needs of the organization.  Students’ approach to this project should move beyond the idea of “doing time” for the project.  This is a considerable portion of their grade and should reflect depth of knowledge and expertise, and where applicable the unique skills and goals of our students.  

Integrative Analysis:  For the integrative analysis portion of this assignment, students must consider the integrative influence they noted (or not) in their field work.  In other words, students need to be able to adequately address how the principles of the capstone course are relevant within the field experience.  Each paper is scored according to evaluative criteria of learning outcomes.  Raters are instructed to rate the paper using an evaluation rubric for learning objective 1 and 4.  Evaluation scores will be retained for comparison with other direct measures.  Every other year the total population is determined and half will be randomly selected and coded by a second faculty rater (chosen from the faculty council for BIS).  See Appendix D for the evaluation rubric.
Alumni Survey [indirect measure]

Program graduates are asked to complete a survey that is designed to assess their satisfaction with various program components including program content, goals, relevance, and format/structure.  The alumni survey is cross-indexed with the learning objectives 3 and 4 and also includes additional questions regarding how well the student was prepared by the program.  See Appendix E for the complete survey.  
VI. ASSESSMENT RESULTS

Application Questionnaire and Plan of Study

Each student submits his/her application (Plan of Study and Application Questionnaire) to the Integrative Studies office; it is then uploaded to the BIS e-space.  Members of the Faculty Admissions Committee review each application and complete the assessment rubric found in Appendix A.  The Director of Integrative Studies, Dr. Scott Crabill, will compile assessment scores from Moodle and will report results to the Faculty Council for the Bachelor of Integrative Studies on an annual basis.  Assessment of learning objectives 1, 2, and 3 are compiled and retained for comparison with the same learning objectives embedded in other direct measure.  Results of analysis will be used to determine direction for revising and developing admission criteria for the program.  

Analysis for Capstone Course Research Paper
Final Assessment scores of the first and second phase of the research paper from each section of the capstone course will be collected and uploaded to the BIS e-space by the instructor of each section.  Data will be retained and compared to assessment of learning objectives 1, 2, and 3 embedded within the Application Questionnaire and Plan of Study.  This method allows for a pre-test/post test tracking of student learning outcomes within the program.  The Director of Integrative Studies, Dr. Scott Crabill, will compile assessment scores and report them to the Committee on Instruction for the Bachelor of Integrative Studies to discuss the results of the assessment and suggest changes regarding instructional methods used in the course.  Implications will also be explored for other areas of the program and discussed with the Faculty Council for the Bachelor of Integrative Studies.      

Analysis for Capstone Course Electronic Portfolio 

Final Assessment scores from each section of the capstone course will be collected by the instructor of each section and retained in the e-space for BIS for additional analysis.  Data obtained from this assessment will be retained and compared to assessment of learning objectives 1 and 4 embedded in other direct measures. 
Analysis for Capstone Course Field Placement Integrative Analysis Paper
Final Assessment scores from each section of the capstone course will be collected by the instructor of each section and retained in the e-space for BIS for additional analysis.  Data obtained from this assessment will be retained and compared to assessment of learning objectives 1 and 4 embedded in other direct measures.
Alumni Survey 
Surveys will be posted online through the Integrative Studies website; however the URL will only be available to graduates solicited by the Integrative Studies office.  Alumni of the program will be sent an e-mail and letter requesting they complete an online survey.  Survey data will be collected from students 2 years and 5 years from graduation.  Data will be compiled and analyzed by the Director of Integrative Studies, Dr. Scott Crabill.  Results of survey will be presented to the Faculty Council for the Bachelor of Integrative Studies every other year to discuss necessary improvements to the program.  
VII. PROCEDURE FOR TRANSLATING ASSESSMENT RESULTS 
Results will be analyzed in order to assess curricular and program areas that are specific to the learning outcomes of the program.  Those areas found to be consistently weak, as indicated by student performance, will be developed further in the existing program, or new courses developed to improve learning outcomes in weak areas.  A subcommittee of the Faculty Council for the Bachelor of Integrative Studies will formally review assessment results on a yearly basis for the purpose of program monitoring and revision.

The quality and relevance of the capstone course analysis papers are monitored on an on-going basis within the department in order to adjust course content and expectations for student learning, and to provide additional student supports where necessary.   The final analysis papers are reviewed by two faculty members (the instructor of the course and a member of the faculty council for BIS) using a rubric designed to assess both the quality of the paper and compliance with the General Education Committee’s learning outcomes for capstone courses.  Instructional methods for the course are also monitored to insure that the learning outcomes of the course are being met through instruction.  Adjustment to instruction and content will be made if student outcomes are not achieved consistently.    
Appendix A
Assessment Rubric for Plan of Study and Application Essay

How well does the student follow standard conventions for college writing (i.e., organization, sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, spelling, etc.)? [LO 1]


1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent

How well does the student communicate the relevance of an integrative approach? [LO 2] 

1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent

How well does the student recognize how disciplines with their plan integrate with one another? [LO 3]


1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent

Approve:

____ Yes
____ No
Appendix B

RUBRIC FOR FIRST DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPER

In the capstone course students select a topic that pertains to each student’s professional or academic goal.  In the first draft of the research paper, the focus of inquiry is the student’s identified problem/question/or issue.  The research paper is written in segments so that students can incorporate feedback as they proceed to the final draft.  

How well does the student follow standard conventions for college writing (i.e., organization, sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, spelling, etc.)? [LO 1]


1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent

How well does the student assess a complex issue/problem, as it pertains to the relevance of an integrative approach? [LO 2] 

1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent
Appendix C
RUBRIC FOR FINAL DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPER

The final draft of the student’s research paper draws upon the disciplinary insights to make an integrative conclusion about their identified problem/question/or issue.  The rubrics shown below assess the integrative and conclusion segments of the paper.     

How well does the student follow standard conventions for college writing (i.e., organization, sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, spelling, etc.)? [LO 1]


1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent

How well does the student communicate the relevance of an integrative approach? [LO 2] 

1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent

How well does the student recognize how disciplines integrate with one another to offer new insights into the identified issue/problem? [LO 3]


1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent
Appendix D
Assessment Rubric for E-portfolio and Integrative Analysis (Field Work)
How well does the student follow standard conventions for college writing (i.e., organization, sentence structure, punctuation, grammar, spelling, etc.)? [LO 1]


1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent

How well does the student make connections between their educational experience and the community? [LO 4]


1


2


3


4


         Poor

          Fair

         Good

      Excellent

Appendix E
Alumni Survey
1. Gender:
___ Male
___ Female

2. Current Age:

___ 20-24
___ 25-30
___ 31-40
___ 41-50
___ >50

3. Age at Graduation: 
___ 20-24
___ 25-30
___ 31-40
___ 41-50
___ >50

4. Were you employed while attending OU?  ___ Yes ___ No
If yes:
___ Full-time  ___ Part-time

5. Were you predominately a ___ day student ___ evening student ___ took classes when they were available
6. Graduated: Semester ______ Year ______      GPA at OU: ___ 2.0-2.5 ___ 2.6-2.9  ___ 3.0-3.5  ___ 3.6-4.0
7. Did you obtain a minor(s)
___ Yes ___ No
If yes, specify: ___________________________________

or concentration(s)?
___ Yes ___ No
If yes, specify: ___________________________________

8. How valuable was obtaining a minor(s) or concentration(s)?


(circle one)
Very Valuable
   5   4   3   2   1    Not Very Valuable

9. Have you pursued further education since graduating?  ___ Yes ___ No,  If yes please indicate:
___ Post Baccalaureate   ___ 2nd Undergraduate   ___ Masters   ___ Ph.D.   ___ Other (specify) _________

If pursuing further education, please provide the name of the school you are attending and the program you are pursuing:_________________________________________________________________________________

10. How well did you your Integrative Studies degree prepare you for further education? [LO 3]

(circle one)
Very Well   5  4  3  2  1   Poorly
N/A

11. Are you presently employed?  ___ Yes ___ No

Self employed?  ___ Yes ___ No

Title/Type of work _________________________

Location (City/State): ________________________

Are you employed in the type of work you had planned to pursue as a career after graduation? ___ Yes ___ No

How would you rate your salary for the type of work you are employed:


___ Below Average

___ Average

___ Above Average
12. How effective was the Integrative Studies degree in preparing you for employment? [LO 4]

(circle one)
Very Effective   5  4  3  2  1   Not Effective

13. What motivated you to pursue an Integrative Studies Degree? (check all that apply)

___ More marketable for employment

___ Ability to study multiple disciplines

___ Finish degree more quickly


___ Ability to design my own program

___ Personal growth




___ Prepare for graduate or professional school

___ Academic challenges with another program
___ Transfer issue that allowed me to use more credits

___ Other, please specify _____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

14. Your application for admission to the Integrative Studies program asked you to state how the degree would further your career and personal goals.  How effective was your program in meeting your goals?


(circle one)
Very Effective   5  4  3  2  1   Not Effective

15. How satisfied are you with an Integrative Studies Degree?


(circle one)
Very Satisfied   5  4  3  2  1   Dissatisfied

16. What was the greatest value of the Integrative Studies program to you?

17. What would you like to see changed or improved in the program?

	Integrative Studies Assessment Plan

	Goal Cited in OU Mission
	Relevant Goal of Unit
	Student Learning Outcomes
	Methods of Assessment
	Individual(s) Responsible for Assessment Activities
	Procedures for Using Assessment Results to Improve Program

	“A variety of majors and specialized curricula prepare students for post-baccalaureate education, professional schools or careers directly after graduation.  Each program provides a variety of courses and curricular experiences to ensure an enriched life along with superior career preparation or enhancement.”

“In keeping with the various needs of its diverse students, many of whom commute, work or are older than the traditional college-age student, the university’s course offerings remain current and relevant through an adequate program of continuing faculty development and the exploration of innovative schedules, methods and curricular.” 

“In direct support of its academic mission, Oakland University provides basic services and experiences that integrate cognitive learning with the personal growth of the individual student.” 


	Offer students, with interests in courses from across the university, the opportunity to develop their own curricular programs. 

Offer students a baccalaureate program that integrates past course work with future coursework to accomplish personal and academic goals. 

Prepare students for post-baccalaureate education in cross-departmental fields. 

Assist students in taking responsibility for educational and career planning. 

Offer students, with interests in courses from across the university, the opportunity to develop their own curricular programs. 

Offer students a baccalaureate program that integrates past course work with future coursework to accomplish personal and academic goals. 

Prepare students for post-baccalaureate education in cross-departmental fields. 

Assist students in taking responsibility for educational and career planning. 

Offer students a baccalaureate program that integrates past course work with future coursework to accomplish personal and academic goals. 

Offer students, with interests in courses from across the university, the opportunity to develop their own curricular programs. 

Prepare students for post-baccalaureate education in cross-departmental fields. 


	Assess complex issues/ problems from multiple perspectives.
Make connections between their education and the community.

Write in a professional/ academic manner.

Assess complex issues/problems from multiple perspectives.
Assess complex issues/problems from multiple perspectives.

Assess complex issues/problems from multiple perspectives.

Write in a professional/ academic manner.

Articulate solutions for complex issues/problems from an integrative perspective.

Assess complex issues/problems from multiple perspectives.

Articulate solutions for complex issues/problems from an integrative perspective.

Write in a professional/ academic manner.

Assess complex issues/problems from multiple perspectives.
Write in a professional/ academic manner.

Articulate solutions for complex issues/problems from an integrative perspective.

Make connections between their education and the community.


	Capstone Course and Admission Application
Capstone Course and Admission Application

Capstone Course
Capstone Course and Admission Application
Capstone Course and Admission Application
Capstone Course and Admission Application
Capstone Course, Admission Application and Alumni Survey

Capstone Course 

Capstone Course and Admission Application
Capstone Course, Admission Application, and Alumni Survey

Capstone Course, Admission Application, Alumni Survey 

	Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council

Teaching Faculty and Faculty Admissions Committee

Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council

Teaching Faculty and Faculty Admissions Committee

Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council
Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council & Faculty Admissions Committee
Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council & Faculty Admissions Committee

Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council & Faculty Admissions Committee

Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council & Faculty Admissions Committee

BIS Director
Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council & Faculty Admissions Committee

Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council & Faculty Admissions Committee

Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council & Faculty Admissions Committee

Teaching faculty and 1 rater from the Faculty Council & Faculty Admissions Committee

BIS Director

	All results will be reviewed by the Faculty Council for consideration of future program development
All results will be reviewed by the Faculty Council for consideration of future program development

All results will be reviewed by the Faculty Council for consideration of future program development
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