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	Overall organization
	Information is well-organized with well-constructed paragraphs.  
	Information is well-organized with well-constructed paragraphs.  One or two paragraphs might lack topic or concluding sentences.
	Information may be somewhat disorganized or paragraphs may not be well-constructed.  Several paragraphs may include irrelevant information.   
	The information appears to be disorganized throughout the paper.
	

	Focus on topic  
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. The main idea (thesis) stands out and is supported by detailed information.
	Main idea is clear, but the supporting information may be too general. Thesis may be too broad.
	Main idea is somewhat clear, but the writer loses focus, possibly including irrelevant information.  
	The main idea is not clear.  The information included seems randomly selected. 


	

	Empirical Support 

(Sufficiency and integration) 
	The main point is empirically well- supported.  Empirical support is appropriate, sufficient, and well-integrated.
	The main point is fairly well-supported empirically with room for improvement in appropriateness, sufficiency and/or integration.
	The main point is weakly supported empirically.  Empirical support may be inappropriate, insufficient, or poorly-integrated. 
	Empirical support is inappropriate or completely absent.
	

	Complexity (analysis)
	Paper reflects a level of complexity and analysis appropriate for an upper division undergraduate.
	Paper reflects a level of complexity and analysis appropriate for the average undergraduate.
	Paper reflects a level of complexity and analysis appropriate for a lower division undergraduate.
	Paper does NOT reflect a level of complexity and analysis appropriate for a university student.
	

	Psychological knowledge
	Writer demonstrates knowledge of the field of Psychology as well as awareness of writing practices typical of and preferred by psychologists. 
	Writer demonstrates some psychological knowledge as well as some awareness of writing practices typical of and preferred by psychologists. 
	Writer displays little psychological knowledge and/or little knowledge of typical / preferred writing practices.   Psychological information may be misrepresented.  
	Writer displays no psychological knowledge and/or no awareness of writing practices typical of and preferred by psychologists. 
	

	APA style 
	Body format, references, and text citations completely consistent with current APA formatting guidelines. 
	Body format, references, and text citations are almost completely consistent with current APA formatting guidelines.  One or two formatting errors may be present. 
	Body format, references, and text citations are largely in consistent with current APA formatting guidelines.  More than 2 formatting errors may be present. 
	No attempt to format according to APA.
	

	Grammar, sentence structure, and word use.
	Sentences are well-constructed and reflect grammaticality. Writer uses words and phrases appropriately.
	Most sentences are well-constructed. Few grammatical errors are present. Occasionally, words and phrases are used inappropriately. 
	Most sentences are well-constructed but may have a stilted structure.  A few grammatical errors are present. Author may use words inappropriately. 
	Sentences lack structure and are non-grammatical.  Several grammatical errors are present. Vocabulary and word usage conveys diminished verbal proficiency. 
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