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Goal Cited in OU Mission 

Oakland University provides rigorous educational programs. A strong core of liberal arts and sciences is the basis on which undergraduates develop the skills, knowledge, and attitudes essential for successful living and active, concerned citizenship. A variety of majors and specialized curricula prepare students for post-baccalaureate education, professional schools or careers directly after graduation. Each program provides a variety of courses and curricula experiences to ensure an enriched life along with superior career preparation or enhancement.

Journalism Program Goals


The goal of Oakland University’s Journalism Program is to prepare knowledgeable, skilled and ethical graduates for careers in news (print, broadcast and online) as well as public relations and advertising.

Student Academic Outcome Objectives


Students pursuing careers in journalism should be able to:

1. generate story ideas, report news and feature stories, 

2. conduct interviews with news sources, 

3. cover planned events (such as government meetings, court sessions, etc…), 

4. write in conventional news style for print, broadcast and online publications, 

5. conduct research with traditional methods as well as online, 

6. meet deadlines, 

7. edit stories written by others, 

8. demonstrate a grasp of media design fundamentals, 

9. understand and practice within ethical and legal realms.

Students planning to enter the field of public relations should be competent in most of the same areas as students who seek careers in news, as the two fields often work hand-in-hand. In addition, public relations graduates should be able to 

1. write news releases and speeches

2. conduct press conferences, 

3. plan and execute a public relations campaign. 

Those students who graduate with an emphasis in advertising should be able to 

1. plan and execute an advertising campaign using multi-media approaches.

Methods of Assessment 


Direct Measures:  Students who major in Journalism are required to produce a portfolio and to complete an internship in their fields. The portfolio and intern evaluations provide evaluation tools administered by outside professionals in one of largest media markets in the United States, as well as faculty. 

The senior portfolios for Journalism students typically measure learning outcomes 1-4, & 6 listed above, and depending on the student’s emphasis, may measure additional objectives. Portfolios also include resumes and sample cover letters for job applications. Portfolios are tailored to each student’s projected career path. Portfolios may include published news stories, copies of broadcast stories, examples of media design, photography, and samples of public relations and advertising campaigns. In 2004, the Journalism Program initiated an annual “Portfolio Night” event, where students could meet with media professionals on campus for direct, one-on-one verbal feedback on their portfolios. In 2007, the media professionals were also asked to complete a written assessment of each portfolio for the students and for the Journalism Program.


The internship assessment is completed by intern employers and measures outcomes 5, 6, 9 and possibly others, depending on the nature of the internship. Interns are evaluated by their employers according to their media preparedness, strengths and weaknesses, level of education, performance, attitudes and abilities. 

Indirect Measures: The Oakland University Journalism Program also participates in an annual national survey of graduates in journalism and mass communication conducted by the University of Georgia, which measures the success of OU graduates competing for scarce opportunities in a slumping job market. As such, it is an indicator of how professionals view all of the learning outcomes listed for our graduates.     
The portfolio and intern evaluation instruments are attached. 
Individuals Responsible for Assessment


Garry Gilbert, visiting instructor and interim director of the journalism program


Holly Gilbert, adjunct instructor


Anne Becker, special instructor


Ruth Seymour, assistant professor

Procedures for Using Assessment Results to Improve Programs


Journalism Faculty will conduct yearly meetings to review results, propose change and evaluate any changes that have been implemented.

Submitted by Garry Gilbert, interim journalism d​​​irector
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