The Assessment Excellence Award was established in November, 2005 by Provost Virinder Moudgil.
The award recognizes a program which models the North Central Association’s “culture of assessment” goal by integrating assessment findings with program revisions.  The recipient department receives $5,000 and recognition on a plaque displayed in the lobby of Kresge Library.
The Assessment Excellence Award process parallels the Teaching Excellence and Research Excellence awards.  Nominees for the annual award are drawn from the calendar year’s pool of reports received. The award is presented at the annual Faculty Recognition Luncheon.

The $5,000 is awarded to the department through a transfer to its discretionary fund.  While the award is for the department’s discretionary use, the Assessment Committee encourages departments to use the moneys to further assessment activities and/or to implement reward structures for assessment activities.
Reports are evaluated using the standard Assessment Committee criteria for program assessment:

· The faculty have developed a statement of the program’s purpose and a set of educational goals flowing from the university’s mission statement

· The faculty have identified measurable student learning outcomes linked specifically to the program’s educational goals and have chosen relevant direct and/or indirect measures.

· The faculty use assessment results as an essential source of knowledge for continuous improvement in instruction and curriculum; in other words, the faculty “close the feedback loop” by reviewing assessment results, identifying both strengths and areas for improvement, and implementing appropriate changes.
· All program faculty are involved in the assessment activities, and assessment of student learning is integral to the program’s educational operations.
· The program has developed a reward system for faculty doing assessment and has used or attempted to obtain resources as needed to implement program changes based on assessment results.
The program receiving the award in a given year is eligible for reconsideration of the award after 6 years.  In addition to the award, the Assessment Excellence Program plan and report will be featured on the assessment website. https://www2edu.oakland./secure/oira/assessment.htm
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