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The purpose of this newsletter is to provide state elected officials with a summary of recent news and  developments at Oakland            
University and to highlight higher education issues, legislation and related information occurring at the federal and state levels. 

As part of an ongoing effort to raise 

awareness of suicide and mental 

health issues, Oakland University’s 

Grizzlies Response: Awareness and 

Suicide Prevention (GRASP) is of-

fering “gatekeeper” training to help 

the campus community identify and 

assist those who may need access to 

professional mental health services. 

 

Led by GRASP’s interdisciplinary 

team, the training sessions will fea-

ture an hour-long presentation on 

suicide prevention basics, university 

protocols and a question and answer 

session. After completing the 

course, participants will receive a 

certificate of completion. The goal 

is to train 20 percent of faculty, staff 

and students in effective prevention, 

intervention and postvention ap-

proaches. 

 

“We know that suicide is one of the 

leading causes of death among col-

lege-aged students and is the 10th 

leading cause of death among Amer-

ican adults,” said Erica Wallace, 

program manager for GRASP.  

 

“Most suicidal individuals are going 

through intense feelings of loneli-

ness, disconnectedness or pain. 

They might not understand their 

feelings or know how to seek help. 

The GRASP training will help par-

ticipants to identify warning signs, 

effectively communicate and refer at

-risk individuals to the appropriate 

resources.” 

 

Oakland’s GRASP project was 

launched in 2012 with support from 

a $612,000 grant to heighten suicide 

awareness and prevention both on 

campus and in the surrounding com-

munity. The three-year Garrett Lee 

Smith Suicide Prevention grant, 

awarded by the Substance Abuse 

and Mental Health Services Admin-

istration, is being used to train facul-

ty, staff and students to effectively 

address mental health, build com-

munity relationships, and educate 

and provide resources to the OU 

community. 

“The GRASP initiative was started 

to build a capacity across the univer-

sity community to promote mental 

health and provide sustainable sui-

cide prevention programming,” said 

Dr. Michael MacDonald, associate 

professor of education and principal 

investigator of the grant. 

 

“These challenges affect everyone, 

which is why it's so important to 

educate the whole community on 

how to be part of the solution.” 

 

In the past year, GRASP leaders 

have worked to advance the pro-

ject’s goals. A Faculty Learning 

Community brought together key 

university staff and administrators to 

refine and create campus crisis re-

sponse protocols, develop accompa-

nying educational materials for fac-

ulty and staff, and start dialogue 

within University Human Resources 

to evaluate the current Employee 

Assistance Program benefits. 

 

In addition, the first Assessing and 

Managing Suicide Risk (AMSR) 

training took place in April with 34 

participants from GRASP, a website 

was launched and local crisis cen-

ters, area hospitals and community 

groups have expressed interest in 

partnering with GRASP to address 

mental health awareness within the 

surrounding communities. 

 

“We've made tremendous progress 

and will continue to build on it,” Dr. 

MacDonald said. “With institutional 

support from Academic Affairs and 

Student Affairs and community col-

laboration, we hope to spread the 

message that mental health is every-

one's business and that help is avail-

able to those who need it.” 

 

Joining Dr. MacDonald, the other 

members of the GRASP project are 

Dalton Connally, assistant professor 

of social work; Lisa Hawley, associ-

ate professor and chair in the De-

partment of Counseling; and Patricia 

Wren, associate professor and pro-

gram director in the Health Sciences 

program. 

 

For more information or to request a 

training session, call (248) 370-4377 

or visit the website at oakland.edu/

grasp.  

 

OU looks to "grasp" suicide prevention strategies  



News YOU can use from 
OU engineering programs win 
grant support from DENSO  
 

Students in Oakland University’s De-

partment of Mechanical Engineering 

will gain access to new research tools 

and automotive testing equipment 

thanks to a $30,000 grant from the 

DENSO Foundation.  

The funds will support student efforts to 

optimize design concepts, identify fail-

ure mechanisms and implement cost-

effective redesign options in undergrad-

uate powertrain, tribology and heat 

transfer research. In addition, the grant 

will benefit OU’s award-winning For-

mula SAE team, which has competed in 

dozens of events in Michigan, Canada 

and other places. 

 

“We are very grateful to DENSO North 

America for providing much-needed 

research equipment in support of our 

student teams and undergraduate re-

search opportunities, said Dr. Brian 

Sangeorzan, professor of mechanical 

engineering. “Our students stand to ben-

efit greatly from this award.” 

 

Oakland’s School of Engineering and 

Computer Science (SECS) offers under-

graduate students many opportunities to 

participate in automotive research. In 

addition to participating in traditional 

programs with faculty, the Department 

of Mechanical Engineering has had an 

Automotive and Energy Research and 

Industrial Mentorship (AERIM) pro-

gram, and the Automotive Tribology 

Center (ATC).  

 

AERIM was co-funded by the Depart-

ment of Defense and the National Sci-

ence Foundation’s Research Experience 

for Undergraduates and provides hands-

on research experiences for student 

teams engaged in automotive and energy

-related research projects, with a special 

emphasis placed on improving efficien-

cies of internal combustion engines. The 

program engages participants in reward-

ing research experiences and also en-

courages women and minorities to pur-

sue the science, technology, engineering 

and math (STEM) fields.  

 

The ATC is the only university research 

center in the United States dedicated to 

automotive tribology research specifi-

cally designed to advance the reliability, 

mobility and efficiency of automotive 

components. Since its inception in 2005, 

roughly 10-15 undergraduates have par-

ticipated in these programs each sum-

mer, with several students continuing 

their work throughout the academic 

year. Current research in the AERIM 

and ATC involves automotive lubricants 

and heat transfer fluids, specifically 

nanofluids.  

 

Most prominently, the grant will support 

OU’s Formula SAE team. Comprised of 

more than 40 students from all engineer-

ing majors, the group competes in the 

International Formula SAE student de-

sign competition each year and is cur-

rently ranked 36th out of 514 teams in 

the world and second in the state.  

The chapter regularly participates in 

many other events, including the Wood-

ward Dream Cruise, Concours d’Ele-

gance of America, Rockin’ Rods in 

Rochester and the SAE World Congress 

at Cobo Center. For the last three years, 

their formula style race car has been 

displayed at the North American Inter-

national Auto Show.  

 

The grant funding will provide the team 

with new opportunities to gain a com-

petitive edge, according to Dr. Sangeor-

zan. 

 

“This grant from the DENSO North 

America Foundation will be transforma-

tive for OU’s SAE Student Chapter and 

to our undergraduate automotive re-

search opportunities by providing new 

capabilities for testing and analyses that 

will allow the OU FSAE team to contin-

ue to compete successfully with the very 

best schools in the world,” said Dr. 

Sangeorzan, who serves as the team’s 

faculty advisor.  

For the annual student design competi-

tion, students operate a fictional manu-

facturing company that develops a small 

formula-style racecar, which is evaluat-

ed for its potential as a production item. 

Each student team designs, builds and 

tests a prototype racecar based on a se-

ries of rules that promote innovative 

problem solving. The competition en-

compasses all aspects of the automotive 

industry including research, design, 

manufacturing, testing, developing, mar-

keting, management and finances.  

   

“Formula SAE takes students beyond 

the classroom and allows them to apply 

textbook theories to real work experi-

ences. To do so, however, they need real 

engineering tools, just as they would use 

in industry,” Dr. Sangeorzan explained.  

“The equipment provided through this 

grant will enhance the infrastructure and 

environment for student training in the 

application of real automotive technolo-

gies to their vehicle designs, and will 

provide the OU student team with op-

portunities to be more innovative and 

competitive in this challenging interna-

tional student design competition.” 

 

For more information about programs in 

Oakland’s School of Engineering and 

Computer Science, view the website at 

oakland.edu/secs. To learn more about 

Oakland’s SAE chapter, e-mail 

ousae@oakland.edu or visit the website 

at grizzliesracing.com. 



State and National Headlines 
Mexican colleges look to expand 
in U.S. to serve immigrants 
 
In an ethnically themed shopping center 

called Plaza Mexico just south of Los 

Angeles, a public university from the 

Mexican state of Colima has planted its 

flag. 

Alongside the shopping center’s stores 

and taquerias, the University of Colima 

offers mostly remedial education in 

reading, writing and math to about 100 

Mexican immigrants. But a handful of 

students here are preparing to take their 

final exams for Mexican degrees, just 

one of several recent efforts by Mexican 

universities to branch into providing full

-fledged university educations in the 

United States. 

“It’s important for at least one universi-

ty to pursue this,” said Ana Uribe, a 

University of Colima professor who 

runs the Lynwood branch. 

In fact, several Mexican universities are 

considering stepping in to offer accred-

ited university classes in California and 

other states primarily to serve an immi-

grant population that lags far behind 

others in college education. 

California, where public universities 

have been dealing with deep budget cuts 

and enrollment limits, probably will be 

the principal target of Mexican universi-

ties. There’s a huge market in the state, 

where Latinos account for more than 52 

percent of public school students who’ll 

eventually be college-aged. A quarter of 

elementary-school students nationwide 

are Hispanic, the Pew Research Center 

reports. 

 

Hechinger Report via Kentucky.com 

November 6, 2013 

 

MN: Gov. Dayton calls for using 
portion of state surplus to fund 
higher education 
 

Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton (D) 

said that week that he would like to use 

some of the projected $750 million state 

budget surplus for the biennium starting 

July 1, 2015 for lowering the cost of 

higher education. Dayton also stated 

that bonding projects for the University 

of Minnesota and Minnesota State Col-

leges and Universities (MnSCU) would 

be a priority in the next legislative ses-

sion. 

 

Minnesota Public Radio  

October 19, 2013 

 

Arts, STEM and Patents  
 
Sustained childhood exposure to and 

participation in the arts appears linked 

to college students majoring in science 

and technology fields, and to later going 

on to patent inventions, Michigan State 

University researchers have found. In a 

study published in the journal Economic 

Development Quarterly and based on 

STEM graduates of Michigan State's 

honors college, the researchers found 

that  93 percent of the STEM graduates 

reported musical training at some point, 

compared to 34 percent of adults on 

average. Further, those who owned 

businesses or patents received up to 

eight times more childhood exposure to 

the arts than did adults on average. 

 

Inside Higher Ed 

October 24, 2013  

 

VA: Board approves plan to ex-
tend community college prices to 
transfer students at four-year uni-
versities 
 
The State Council of Higher Education 

for Virginia (SCHEV) has approved a 

proposal that would allow community 

college transfer students to finish their 

four-year university degree at the same 

tuition prices of their community col-

lege. The policy proposal would in-

crease an existing grant program to cov-

er the difference between tuition at the 

state’s community colleges and four-

year universities. Students attending 

private colleges would receive an award 

equal to the average of a four-year pub-

lic university. The recommendation is 

part of a series of budget proposals that 

will be submitted to outgoing Gov. Bob 

McDonnell (R). A new governor will be 

sworn in early next year and also shape 

higher education policies in the next 

legislative session.  

 

Richmond Times-Dispatch  

October 31, 2013 

 

KS: Legislators begin statewide 
tour of public college campuses 
 
Top Kansas lawmakers began a two-

week tour of the state’s public colleges 

and universities this week in an effort to 

establish dialogue and understanding 

between campus and political offi-

cials. Lawmakers will visit six regent 

universities, a technology school and a 

community college; dozens of questions 

have been submitted by legislators to 

campus officials related to institutional 

spending, operations and academ-

ics. Kansas was one of only a handful of 

states that reduced funding during the 

2013 legislative sessions, prompting 

acrimony between some campus and 

legislative leaders.  

 

Lawrence Journal-World  

October 20, 2013 

 

IL: Lt. Governor Simon releases 
“College Completion Playbook” 
 

Illinois Lt. Governor Sheila Simon (D) 

outlined a number of practices designed 

to cut college costs and boost gradua-

tion rates during a forum Wednesday 

hosted by the Lumina Foundation 

(report listed below). The college com-

pletion strategies include an innovative 

internship program that connects both 

students and businesses to the market-

place, a textbook rental program, a 

course credit transfer agreement and a 

simultaneous enrollment partnership 

between two college campuses. Simon 

urged cooperation between campuses 

and stated that these completion strate-

gies could be implemented using exist-

ing resources.  

 

The Pantagraph  

October 30, 2013  
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Out of foster care, into college 
inShare  
 
In a 2010 study by researchers at the Uni-

versity of Chicago, only 6 percent of for-

mer foster youths had earned a two- or 

four-year degree by age 24. Those not in 

college may be in jail; 34 percent who had 

left foster care at age 17 or 18 reported 

being arrested by age 19. 

 

Most of the research is bleak — but not 

all. It appears that extra support can make 

a difference. The Chicago study tracked 

the lives of about 700 foster children in 

Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin. Those in 

Illinois who were still getting foster care 

services at age 19 were less likely to have 

been arrested (22 percent versus 34 per-

cent) than those in the other two states 

who were on their own. The same was 

true for education. The foster children 

from Illinois, which has long allowed 

young people to remain in care until their 

21st birthday, were more likely to have 

completed at least one year of college than 

their counterparts from Iowa or Wiscon-

sin, where the age of emancipation at the 

time was 18. 

 

Which is why a growing number of col-

leges — from those that are selective, like 

U.C.L.A., to those that are not, like Los 

Angeles City College — have created 

extensive support programs aimed at cur-

rent and former foster young people. At 

U.C.L.A., this includes scholarships, year-

round housing in the dorms for those who 

have no other place to live, academic and 

therapeutic counseling, tutoring, health 

care coverage, campus jobs, bedding, 

towels, cleaning products, toiletries and 

even occasional treats. Ms. Boccara men-

tioned the gift cards she was given to a 

local supermarket. At Los Angeles City 

College, Marcellia Goodrich likes the free 

snacks in the program office and Mr. 

Roque noted the free paper. “It’s useful 

and helps you stay on budget,” he said. 

 

New York Times 

November 1, 2013 
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