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Dr. Jane Goodall has long stood as an 
internationally prominent primatolo-
gist and anthropologist, as well as a 
conservationist, author, and UN Mes-
senger of Peace. Last evening, she 
brought her message of hope to a sold
-out lecture to the Oakland University 
community.  
 
For the past several decades, Dr. 
Goodall has transcended her role as 
the world’s foremost expert on chim-
panzees and has achieved cultural icon 
status.   
 
The event featured Dr. Goodall sharing 
stories and experiences from her life, 
from her childhood dreams of going to 
Africa to her first breakthrough with 
the chimpanzee she named David 
Greybeard. From those early days to 
her new book, “Sowing the Seeds of 

Hope,” Dr. Goodall encouraged the 
audience to look more carefully at the 
world and their own use of natural 
resources.   

With global climate change, an ever-
present energy crisis, and dwindling 
natural resources, the world is a very 
different place than it was when Dr. 
Goodall began her studies. Yet she still 
finds reasons for hope. In a letter on 
the Jane Goodall Institute’s website, 
the famed adventuress places her faith 
in the human brain, the indomitable 

human spirit, the resilience of nature, 
and the determination of young peo-
ple. 
 
She encouraged students to take time 
to find their passions and to listen 
carefully to criticisms, while holding 
firm to their own convictions.   
  
Dr. Goodall’s impact and achievements 
can be measured in many ways. She 
founded the Jane Goodall Institute in 
1977, to contribute the preservation of 
great apes and their habitats through 
research and education, promote sus-
tainable living in local communities, 
and to create a worldwide network of 
young people. The latter goal formed 
the building blocks of the “Roots and 
Shoots” organization, which was es-
tablished with the help of 12 Tanzani-
an teenagers in 1991. 

Dr. Jane Goodall brings message of hope to Oakland community  

College students keep up with technology 

increasing technology needs and re-
quirements.  The staff helps about 
500 students per month. 
 
Angela Nyakairu, a mentor at the cen-
ter, said freshmen tend to be more 
uncertain about technology than up-
perclassmen. 
 
“They need to know how to use com-
puter editing software for writing 
classes, and we help them get famil-
iar with the different programs.  By 
the end of the mentoring session, 
they have a better idea of how to do 
their project.” 
 
“There are a lot of services on cam-
pus where students can get help with 

technology,” Nyakairu said. 
 
The Pew Research Center found that 
college students have become in-
creasingly dependent on technology 
and 98 percent of these students own 
an ereader or read etextbooks. 
 
The Student Technology Center has a 
technology loan program so students 
can check out iPads, camcorders, digi-
tal cameras, Flip Cams, voice record-
ers and laptops for free. 
 
“If the student does not know how to 
how to use the loan equipment, we 
give brief training while the student is 
checking it out so they can learn to 
use it,” Nyakairu said. 

College students once turned in hand 
written term papers and registered 
for classes in person. 
 
Now, it’s common to see students 
taking notes on a laptop and signing 
up for courses through a web-
site.  With technology more sophisti-
cated than ever, incoming college 
students are expected to be familiar 
with the most up-to-date technology. 
That means knowing how to use such 
popular devices as laptops, iPad and 
tablets. 
 
The Student Technology Center at 
Oakland University offers hands-on 
computer training.  Its main goal in 
helping students is to meet the ever-



News YOU can use from 
State grant to help Macomb-
OU INC advance area busi-
ness, economy 
 
The Michigan Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (MEDC), the 
state's leader in marketing and pro-
moting economic growth, has 
awarded a $500,000 grant to the 
Macomb-Oakland University INCu-
bator for a second year in a row.  
 
Macomb-OU INC provides entrepre-
neurial resources, business solu-
tions, capital raise assistance, ac-
cess to Oakland University re-
sources and student interns, and 
proactive support to business 
startups at every stage on their 
path to success. 
 
This grant will develop and enhance 
the incubator and its numerous pro-
gram offerings to small business 
clients.  
 
While maintaining these programs, 
the incubator is striving to achieve a 
number of support milestones, in-
cluding establishing a Mac-OU INC 
advisory board, hosting a pitch 
competition in the upcoming year 
and providing matching funds for 
the Adopt-a-Biz corporate-sponsor 
program.  
 
"The Macomb-OU INCubator is ex-
tremely grateful to the MEDC for 
these important and critical funds 
to create an entrepreneurial and 
innovative environment in Macomb 
County and Southeast Michigan," 
said Julie Gustafson, Mac-OU INC 
executive director. 
 
"These funds will allow us to contin-
ue to provide exciting and relevant 
programs that promote high-

technology, early-stage business 
growth that results in job creation, 
revenue generation and economic 
growth in the area." 
 
For more information, visit the incu-
bator website at oakland.edu/
macombouinc or call (586) 884-
9320.  
 
OU to recognize graduates at 
spring commencement cere-
monies    
 

Oakland University will recognize its 
spring 2013 graduates at several 
commencement ceremonies. 
 
The commencement ceremony for 
all doctoral and master's degree 
candidates will take place at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, April 26. Commencement 
ceremonies for eligible undergradu-
ates will be held Saturday, April 27. 
All ceremonies take place in the 
Athletic O’rena.  

The undergraduate ceremony 
schedule is as follows: 
 
9:00 a.m. – School of Health Scienc-
es and School of Nursing 
 
12:30 p.m. – School of Business Ad-
ministration 
- School of Education and Human 
Services 
- School of Engineering and Com-
puter Sciences  
- Bachelor of Integrative Studies  
 

4:00 p.m. – College of Arts and Sci-
ences 
 
Guest speakers for the Saturday 
ceremonies include Baroness Caro-
line Cox at the 9 a.m. and Senator 
Debbie Stabenow at the 12:30 p.m. 
A speaker for the 4 p.m. ceremony 
has not been confirmed. The speak-
er for the 7 p.m. doctoral and mas-
ter’s ceremony will be Chrysler CEO 
Sergio Marchionne. 
 
Family and friends who are unable 
to attend the commencement will 
be able to view the ceremonies on 
the commencement website as 
they occur. A link will be posted to 
the page on graduation day. Videos 
of the ceremonies will also be avail-
able to view on the commencement 
website after the ceremony.  
 
All event parking is located within a 
5-minute walk to the O'rena, and 
buses, motor coaches and vans will 
be making stops in all lots to shuttle 
those who prefer to ride. 
 
An American Sign Language inter-
preter will be present at each cere-
mony to aid the hearing impaired. 
Wheelchair accessible seating is 
available for guests and a handicap 
accessible parking lot is located 
next to the O’rena in P16. 
 
In case of inclement weather, infor-
mation on cancellation of ceremo-
nies is available by calling the uni-
versity at (248) 370-2000, tuning in 
to WJR or WWJ radio, or watching 
FOX2, WDIV-TV or WXYZ-TV. 
 
For additional commencement in-
formation, call (248) 370-2190 or 
view the commencement website 
at oakland.edu/commencement.  



News YOU can use from State and National Headlines 
SD: Needs-based scholarship bill 
signed into law  
 

This week South Dakota Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard (R) signed legislation cre-
ating a needs-based state scholarship 
program providing a total of $200,000 
to low-income students in its first year 
and a $1.5 million funding foundation 
for future years. Universities, technical 
schools and trade schools must pro-
vide $3 in scholarship money for every 
$1 awarded under this program. Ac-
cording to a legislative leader, South 
Dakota was the last state without a 
state scholarship based on financial 
need. 
 
Channel 9 News  
March 12, 2013 
 
State Colleges Pump $26.6 Bil-
lion Into Florida Economy, Study 
Says 
 

The Florida College System released an 
study Monday indicating that the 28 
state college campuses generate $26.6 
billion in economic activity, while 
providing education to tens of thou-
sands of young people ready for ca-
reers they might otherwise not be able 
to afford. 
 
State Rep. Marti Coley, R-Marianna, a 
Chipola State College teacher who is 
speaker pro tempore of the House, 
joined a large group of college presi-
dents and other higher education offi-
cials at a news conference to discuss 
the study. She said students in small 
towns often can't commute to a state 
university, so the geographic distribu-
tion and open-enrollment policy pro-
vide "an affordable but quality educa-
tion." 
 
"Approximately 93 percent of Florida 
College System students remain in 
Florida and contribute to our overall 
economic growth," she said. 
 

The council released a study by Eco-
nomic Modeling Specialists Interna-
tional, indicating an 88 percent rate of 
job placement or continuing higher 
education for state college graduates. 
The study showed high placement 
rates in nursing, teaching and business 
jobs -- with average salaries of $45,186 
for graduates with bachelor degrees 
and $44,095 for those with associate 
in science degrees. 
 
Gov. Rick Scott did not attend the 
news conference in front of the House 
chamber, but sent a statement saying 
Florida has added more than 280,000 
private-sector jobs during the past two 
years. He said he was proud that all 
state colleges offering four-year de-
grees accepted his recent challenge to 
produce baccalaureate degree pro-
grams costing no more than $10,000. 
 
The Florida Current 
March 20, 2013 
 
Higher Ed Cuts Mean Major Tui-
tion Hikes   
 

Tuition at public colleges has spiked, 
especially in Arizona and California.  
 
Tuition at public colleges in Arizona 
and California has spiked more than 70 
percent over the past five years, the 
result of massive cuts to state higher 
education funding in those states and 
most others, according to a report 
released Tuesday. 
 
While enrollment grew by nearly 1.2 
million students over the past five 
years, states cut overall higher educa-
tion funding by $16.8 billion, or $2,353 
per student, the report by the Center 
on Budget and Policy Priorities said. 
 
The tuition increases haven’t prevent-
ed major cutbacks at universities, in-
cluding thousands of layoffs at schools 
in Arizona and California, and depart-
ment closures there and elsewhere. 

Wyoming and North Dakota are the 
only states that have increased fund-
ing for higher education over the past 
five years, but students in those states 
still saw a 9 percent increase in tuition 
in the same time span.  Rising tuition 
has led to greater student debt and 
could make it harder to improve grad-
uation rates, the report found, though 
there are indications that tuition 
growth could be slowing in some 
states. Last year, for example, regents 
in Arizona froze tuition and fees at the 
two largest universities in the state, 
Arizona State University and the Uni-
versity of Arizona. 
 
But Phil Oliff, the lead author of the 
report, says that even though state 
budgets are starting to improve, states 
haven’t begun to significantly reinvest 
in higher education. 
 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities 
March 19, 2013 
 
MA: New state scholarship tar-
gets students entering fast-
growing fields  
 

Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick (D) 
unveiled a new state scholarship pro-
gram Tuesday that will award a total of 
$2 million to students entering the 
fields of science, business and health 
care. Last week 800 of 5000 applicants 
were awarded as much as $3,250 a 
semester to defray the cost of their 
college education. The governor hopes 
the scholarships will encourage stu-
dents to pursue careers in high-
demand fields.  
  
The Boston Globe  
March 26, 2013  
 
R.I. Lawmakers to Examine High-
er Education Funding 
 

A key panel of Rhode Island state law-
makers is set to examine the state's 
investment in public higher education. 
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The House Finance Committee is 
scheduled on Thursday to review the 
higher education spending in 
Gov. Lincoln Chafee's proposed 
state budget. 
 
Chafee's $8.2 billion budget proposal 
calls for $8 million in additional higher 
education funding to avoid tuition in-
creases at the state's colleges 
and university. 
 
Lawmakers are expected to hear from 
higher education leaders about 
the proposal. 
 
San Francisco Chronicle 
March 29, 2013 
 
 
Florida House Wants 6 Percent 
Tuition Hike For Universities and 
Colleges 

The House is pursuing a 6 percent tui-
tion increase for state universities and 
colleges in the new budget despite 
opposition from Gov. Rick Scott and 
the Senate’s decision not to back a 
tuition increase. 
 
House Appropriations Chairman Seth 
McKeel, R-Lakeland, said today that 
House leaders believe the tuition hike 
is appropriate given the financial 
needs of the schools as well as the fact 
that Florida’s tuition remains low com-
pared to other universities and colleg-
es nationally.  
 
The tuition proposal will be part of the 
budget documents House appropria-
tions subcommittees will release later 
this week. 
 
Herald-Tribune 
March 26, 2013 
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