SYLLABUS

LEGAL RESEARCH AND WRITING II

Oakland University Legal Assistant Program

Class Time and Location: 

Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Cooley Law School Auburn Hills campus.  

Instructor:

 
J. Scot Garrison, Esq.


(248) 858-0607 garrisons@oakgov.com
Required Texts: 

Required:

William Putman, Legal Analysis and Writing, (Delmar, Cengage Learning, 3rd ed. 2009).


Suggested:
Mary Miles Prince, Bieber Dictionary of Legal Citations, (Hein & Co, 7th ed., 2006).

Course Description:   

Introduction to Federal common law, statutes and resources which will assist paralegals in researching federal issues.  Students will continue to improve legal research and writing skills, learn to follow the applicable court rules and will prepare a legal motion and brief for submission to a federal trial court.  The brief must be researched, written and supported with persuasive legal authority, properly cited within the brief.  Students will also be introduced to the proper citation format for Michigan courts.

Attendance:


Attendance is mandatory.  The Oakland University attendance policy will be followed.  
Assignments:


Grades are based on weekly assignments (50%) and a completed brief writing project (50%).  Assignments are described on the Weekly Schedule which follows this Syllabus.  All assignments must be typewritten.  Weekly assignments are due at the beginning of the following class.  Reading assignments must be completed prior to class. 
Final Brief Project:
Brief writing assignment is due in Week 12. Students may include a self-addressed envelope with sufficient postage to have their graded briefs returned to them.  The brief will be graded based upon conformity to the applicable court rules, citation format, legal content, style, and grammar. 

LEGAL RESEARCH AND WRITING II

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

	Week 1


	Introduction to the course, citation format review.
	No assignment due.

	Week 2


	Chapter 2: Introduction to Legal Analysis.


	Assignments #2 and #3 on page 49.

	Week 3


	Chapter 3: Statutory Analysis.
	Assignments #3 and #6 on pages 78-80.



	Week 4

	Chapters 4 and 5: Case Law and Case Briefing, and Key Facts. 
Chapter 6: Issue Identification.


	Assignments #6A, 6B, and 6F on page 107.

Assignments #6 as to A, B, and F, above, on page 128-129. 



	Week 5


	Chapter 8: Case Law Application : Is a Case on Point.

Goal: To gain insight into the importance of case law (or common law) in the American legal system.  Understand how to analyze cases, recognize the difference between over-ruled and reversed.  Recognition of whether certain cases provide useful authority.


	Assignment #7 Example 1, A-C, on page 199-200. 

Be prepared to discuss the two search and seizure cases assigned during Week 1.

Fact pattern for brief to be distributed in class.



	Week 6


	Chapter 9: Counter-analysis.

Goal: To recognize the importance of analyzing issues from the other side.  In turn, the students’ analytical skills and own analysis will benefit from recognizing counter-arguments and attendant issues.


	Assignments #7 and 8, p 222-223.

Extra credit assignment to be distributed in class. 



	Week 7


	Chapter 10: The Writing Process for Effective Legal Writing.
	To be determined.

	Week 8


	Chapter 11: Fundamentals of Writing.


	To be determined.

	Week 9


	Chapter 14: External Memoranda - Court Briefs.
	Outline of final brief due.  General outline of issues to be addressed.

Also, materials for Week 10 will be distributed in class.  Materials will discuss various editing techniques.

	Week 10


	Review of materials to be distributed regarding editing of briefs. 

Goal: To learn the various techniques used and suggested for editing documents.  Discussion will include how to improve readability and comprehension of the materials by the intended audience.


	Draft of the final brief due at start of class.



	Week 11


	Continued discussion regarding editing.  Each student will have their draft edited and ready for final preparation.


	No assignment due.

	Week 12


	Wrap-up session and discussion of final briefs.  Students will have opportunity to score (edit) final brief with instructor..
	Final brief due at beginning of class.


