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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY WILLIAM BEAUMONT SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

A Recommendation
1. Division: President

2.
Introduction:  Oakland University, in affiliation with William Beaumont Hospital, will establish an allopathic medical school with graduates earning an M.D. (medical doctor) degree.  The school of medicine will be named the Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine.  The vision of the school of medicine will be to lead innovation in patient-centered medical education and research.
The Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine:

· will be the first medical school in Oakland County and the first new medical school started in Michigan in a generation;
· represents a landmark, strategic and transforming initiative for both Oakland University and William Beaumont Hospital; combining their highly complementary programs and infrastructures will transform and elevate both institutions to the next level in a shared pursuit of excellence;
· is expected to generate hundreds of new jobs and bring hundreds of millions of dollars into the region’s economy;
· has when fully operational, an economic impact of up to $1 billion annually in the region; 
· will train physicians to practice 21st century medicine with an emphasis on research, technology, preventive and pre-symptom medicine, treatment and management of chronic diseases, and teamwork;
· will promote applied research “from the bench to the bedside,” assuring that scientific discoveries and new technologies are able to directly benefit                                         patients in the most rapid timeframe possible;
· enhance opportunities for business ventures in related health care fields;
· will attract top-level medical, business and academic leaders from around the globe, and help keep the “best and brightest” from leaving the state to pursue educational or job opportunities elsewhere;
· will play a key role in the growing challenge of providing Michigan’s citizens access to health care;
· is unique by design and will prepare a physician able to adapt to and embrace the changing demands of patient care in the 21st century;
· will produce a physician who will have the ability to balance the art of science and medicine in a high technology environment;
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· will vastly enhance Oakland University’s and William Beaumont Hospital’s research capabilities and programs; Oakland University and William Beaumont Hospital have already initiated 15 new joint privately-funded research projects; 
· will work together with Oakland University faculty in seeking new National Institutes of Health and other national agency funding opportunities;
The timeline to open the school of medicine on Oakland University’s campus is fall 2010, with a charter class of 50 students.  Toward that end, senior Oakland University faculty, Beaumont physicians, and senior administrators from both institutions will be working as a Steering Committee to obtain accreditation from the Liaison Committee for Medical Education (LCME).  The Steering Committee is preparing the necessary application and other materials to facilitate an LCME site visit later this year, to obtain preliminary accreditation in spring 2009.  The first cohort will then be recruited in summer 2009.  If all goes as planned, the charter class of the Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine will graduate in 2014.
The Board of Trustees appointed an ad-hoc subcommittee of four Trustees, Trustees Pawley, Long, Fischer and Baskin, to facilitate the development of a school of medicine in affiliation with William Beaumont Hospital, and to advise and assist Oakland University’s administration in that process.  The ad-hoc subcommittee has been actively involved in every stage of the development of the school of medicine and supports the establishment of the Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine.

An affiliation agreement between Oakland University and William Beaumont Hospital has been prepared with the advice and assistance of Trustees Pawley and Baskin.  The affiliation agreement has been reviewed and approved by the Office of Legal Affairs, is in compliance with the law and Oakland University’s policies and regulations and conforms to the legal standards and policies of the Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel.   

3. Previous Board Action:  None

4. Budget Implications:  The school of medicine will be funded through revenue generated by medical student tuition and fees, affiliation support, extramural research and philanthropy, and in the future, commercialization of intellectual property.
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5. Education Implications:  The establishment of a school of medicine is consistent with Oakland University’s role and mission and the Oakland University Vision 2020.  The school of medicine will also address the growing shortage of physicians in the region and will provide a significant economic impact by creating jobs and contributing additional dollars to the state’s economy.  Finally, the school of medicine will contribute to a healthier Michigan.

6. Personnel Implications:  Supported by the array of revenue sources described above, new faculty and administrators will be hired to support the school of medicine consistent with LCME accreditation standards.
7. University Approvals:  The Board of Trustees’ ad-hoc subcommittee supports the establishment of the Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine.
8. Recommendation:
WHEREAS, Oakland University desires to carry out its necessary governmental functions and to provide necessary services to the people of the State of Michigan by enhancing academic programs and student life opportunities and developing first class facilities for academic and research programs; and

WHEREAS, William Beaumont Hospital desires to carry out its mission to provide the highest quality healthcare services (clinical care, graduate medical education, continuing medical education and research) to all of its patients efficiently, effectively, safely and compassionately, regardless of where they live or their financial circumstances; and
WHEREAS, Oakland University and William Beaumont Hospital share the goals of providing high quality medical education leading to the M.D. degree, patient care, excellence in undergraduate medical education, graduate medical education, and continuing medical education and research for health care professionals, as well as development of better systems of health care delivery and community service; and 

WHEREAS, Oakland University and William Beaumont Hospital desire to affiliate and support the creation of a new allopathic school of medicine dedicated to excellence in innovative, patient-centered education and research; now, therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the establishment of an allopathic school of medicine as a constituent school of Oakland University; and, now, be it further  
RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Board of Trustees and the President are authorized on behalf of Oakland University to execute an Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine Affiliation Agreement, as approved by the Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel; and, now, be it further 
RESOLVED, that the President and his designees are hereby authorized to perform and take such actions that are required by this resolution, or necessary, expedient and proper in connection with the ongoing development and administration of the school of medicine, all consistent with and subject to the Board of Trustees’ policies, procedures and practices. 

9. Attachments:  
A.
Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine

An Opportunity of a Lifetime

Recommended on July _____, 2008

to the Board for approval by

___________________________________

Gary D. Russi

President
