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Introduction

In accordance with Article IX of the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees, honorary degrees may be awarded by the Board of Trustees in recognition of distinguished  accomplishment and service within the scope of the arts and letters, sciences, professions, and public service as recognized and supported by the University.  The awarding of honorary degrees reaffirms Oakland University’s scholarly, creative, and humanitarian values and ties the University to the community at large.

William G. Milliken is the longest serving governor in Michigan history (1969-82).  He previously served as Lieutenant Governor and was a member of the State Senate.  When he entered the Senate, Oakland University was in its second year and had 908 enrolled students.  When he completed his term as Governor, Oakland University had nearly 12,000 students, had gained its independence from Michigan State University, and had launched a full range of educational programs.

Governor Milliken appointed all eight of the original members of the Board of Trustees and established a pattern of appointing distinguished individuals without political patronage.  His deep commitment to the principles of effective government and his recognition of the limits of government and the corresponding power of public service and commitment have been widely recognized and admired.

His years as an ex-Governor have been characterized by an energetic commitment to many public issues, especially environmental protection.  The wisdom and good will accumulated over many years of public service confer authority and dignity on his continued engagement in vital questions of public policy.
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It is recommended that William G. Milliken be granted an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws based on his contributions to the State of Michigan serving as Lieutenant Governor, as a member of the State Senate, and the longest serving governor in the history of the State of Michigan.

Recommendation

     RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the awarding of the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws to William G. Milliken at the December 21, 2002, Commencement ceremony.
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