OAKLAND UNIVERSITY STUDENT CONGRESS (OUSC) REPORT

By:  Jonathan Parks
What Is OUSC?
In my report, you will be updated on campus safety, tuition, housing, and Congress Executive board reports.  First, let me remind you why OUSC is here. The OUSC serves as the student voice on issues that matter most! We represent students’ interests, not only on campus, but at state and local levels as well. In addition, we strive to create services that will enhance the students’ “Oakland Experience” and campus life.  
The Executive Board is made up from the following committees.

Student Program Board (SPB)
SPB is the largest programming organization at Oakland. They are responsible for presenting entertainment in the form of films, comedians, trips, concerts, and other special events.

Legislative Affairs Committee (LAC) 

LAC lobbies for legislation supporting student positions on a number of different issues.  Voter registration drives, trips to Lansing, and other lobbying events are all planned in an effort to directly influence government’s actions towards students.

Student Services Committee (SSC)
SSC oversees several services that OUSC provides for the student body.  Book swap, course evaluation listings, student directories, and several other projects are dealt with here. The SSC also investigates other potential services that students could benefit from.

Director of Student Services

· Newsletter: Newsletters have been coming out once a month or every two weeks to let the students know what our office is doing and how to get involved.

· Legislators Let’s Talk: Was an effort for the students to come talk to the legislators to let the legislators know what it is that they want on campus.

· Giving the Students What They Want Focus Group: An effort to talk to the students to allow me, the Student Service Director, the opportunity to find out what it is they want our office to do for them.
· Diversity Day: An annual event that OUSC plans and pays for that is the first and opening event for Cultural Awareness Week.

· Pick-a-Prof: Still an ongoing project that will allow the students to rate their professors, look at course evaluations, participate in book swaps and much more through a link from our website.

· Chartwells (Campus Dinning Evaluations): An effort to make the food service better for all students.

· The wetlands are to be trimmed down constantly by the OUPD to make the students feel safer near University Student Apartment buildings 6000 and 7000.

· We have constant surveys at meetings to find out what it is the students want (for the gallery). 

· We have had several days for table time to show our faces and let the students know who we are and that we are here for them.

· Scholarships:  There were 8 winners of a $300.00 book scholarship, and there will be another scholarship opportunity in the upcoming weeks.

· Weekly Questions: An opportunity for the legislators to ask fellow students every week what they want.

· Student Discount Handbooks: Although taking no credit, did work with FANS during the spring and summer months.

· Actively working on getting the University Student Apartments to start a council so that the students have a say on what goes on and how they feel about their living conditions. 

Financial Affairs
Every effort has been made to cut operational costs within the Student Congress and yield the most benefits for the students of Oakland University.  $53,000 of our operating budget was given, off the top, as various appropriations to enhance student life on campus through various opportunities as scholarships, the Keeper of the Dream banquet, keeping the upper fields available for student use, WOCOU, and Alcohol Awareness, just to name a few.  Other student services are provided for students at no cost, such as scantrons and bluebooks, use of computer and fax services, sporting event tickets, and discounts in the food court.  Costs have been and will continue to be cut with our new methods of technology to more effectively run our meetings and our office space.  The OUSC Computer Lab has been refurbished and upgraded to provide space for students to study.  In conjunction with the Center for Student Activities (CSA) office, and through a generous donation from the Vice President for Student Affairs office, a Student Organization Resource Center is on its way to completion in the CSA office.  This will help to reduce the operational costs of organizations by providing office space for meetings and planning sessions.  Student Congress hopes to alleviate Student Activity Funding Board (SAFB) of many operational pressures, therefore making more money available for programming and events.
The Student Activities Fee Assessment Committee has been hard at work with the 6 organizations that are funded by the Student Activities Fee.  In this critical budgeting time, it is important to adequately appraise the use of the funds by the different entities and appropriate the monies we are given to effectively serve the students without adding a fee increase.  Everything will be done to enhance the on-campus student experience with the funding we have.  The information that the committee collects will be used to assist the Dean of Students office in compiling the first Student Activity Fee Report since 1985.

Student Activity Funding Board 

The SAFB is under a period of reform, but much progress has been made to strengthen and improve the funding process for Oakland’s student organizations and club sports.  Clear, effective guidelines for the SAFB have been consistently worked on, with input coming from a wide net of the Oakland community. It is our determined goal to place the SAFB in a stronger position that leads to the best possible outcome for the students and their organizations.

So far for the winter 2004 semester, the SAFB has allocated $91,334.63.  These funds went toward 286 events, operational requests, and appeals.  That was from 94 student organizations and club sports.  The board, made up of a diverse representation of the student body, has worked diligently to ensure a successful process for students and their organization’s needs.

Announcements/Updates
· With help from Montrell Porter, the P-16 lot is now open for overnight parking.  Originally the 156 students that stay in Fitzgerald and Annibal Halls were given 40 overnight parking spots.  Now they have the whole lot.
· OUSC helped with some funding for the Academic Success Network. This is a program that was started to directly help incoming African American freshmen.  Student services gave funding to personally tutor 20 incoming freshmen.  This also provided jobs for 6 mentors, who all have a GPA over 3.0.
· University Housing will map out ways to have a counsel for the student apartments.
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