OAKLAND UNIVERSITY STUDENT CONGRESS (OUSC) REPORT

By:  Jonathan Parks
What Is OUSC

In my report, you will be updated on campus safety, tuition, housing, and Congress Executive board reports.  First let me remind you why OUSC is here. The OUSC is the student voice on the issues that matter most!  We represent students’ interests, not only on campus, but at state and local levels as well.  In addition, we strive to create services that will enhance the students’ “Oakland Experience” and better campus life.  

The Executive Board is made up from the following committees.

Student Program Board (SPB)
SPB is the largest programming organization at Oakland.  They are responsible for presenting entertainment in the form of films, comedians, trips, concerts, and other special events.

Last year, we received a great deal of concern from the students dealing with student life on campus.  I knew this was something that couldn’t be ignored.  If you’re familiar with SPB, you know that they put on a lot of events.

This year, I asked the Chair of SPB, Shay Binion, to cut down the number of events.  By doing so SPB successfully produced 20 events in the past fall semester, and an additional 22 this winter semester, making each event bigger and better.  In addition, they have offered assistance to numerous organizations to increase chances of attendance.

The SPB focused more on quality over quantity, and they have been the leading voices in support of creating a better student life on campus.

I applaud their efforts and stand here very proud today because of them.  You should be proud.

Legislative Affairs 

LAC lobbies for legislation supporting student positions on a number of different issues. Voter registration drives, trips to Lansing, and other lobbying events are all planned in an effort to directly influence government’s actions towards students.

We haven’t had the opportunity to lobby in Lasing on certain issues, but we definitely lobbied here at Oakland University.

This year has been a year of awareness; the legislators on this body have educated us while covering several issues:

· Proposal 2
· Financial Aid
· Race Relations
· Easier Voter Registration Initiatives
· Affirmative Action
I want to thank everybody who shows up every Monday at 4 o’clock.  I appreciate the passion for this student body you share with me.  I never take for granted you could be doing something else with your time. But instead you’re here with me. 

I hate to single people out, especially out of a group of great people like congress, but I would like to thank Joshua Miller for all the hard work he put into the OUSC Constitution.  You never know how much you can accomplish until you try.  I thank you Mr. Miller for caring enough to try.  We all should be proud of the energy he puts into the OUSC.  I know I am.

Student Services Committee (SSC)
The SSC oversees several services that OUSC provides for the student body. The SSC also investigates other potential services that students could benefit from.

Director of Student Services

· Student-of-the-month parking has been created due to the efforts of the Student Service Director.

· On-Line book swap.

· Financial Aid survey (Mark Ewing).
· A Technology Advancement Program (T.A.P.) has been created to assist students around the campus with different technology tools that can benefit them during their pursuit of higher education.

Financial Affairs

Every effort has been made to cut operational costs within the OUSC and yield the most benefits for the students.  A total of $51,000 from the operating budget was given off the top as various appropriations to enhance student life on campus through various opportunities as scholarships, the Keeper of the Dream banquet, keeping the upper fields available for student use and WOCOU, just to name a few.  Other student services are provided for students at no cost, such as scantrons and bluebooks, use of computer and fax services, and sporting event tickets.

Costs have been and will continue to be cut with our new methods of technology to more effectively run our meetings and our office space.  The OUSC Computer Lab has been refurbished and upgraded to provide space for students to study.  

In conjunction with the CSA office, and through a generous donation from the Vice President for Student Affairs office, a Student Organization Resource Center is now complete in the CSA office.  This will help to reduce the operational costs of organizations by providing office space for meetings and planning sessions.  OUSC hopes to alleviate the Student Activity Funding Board (SAFB) of many operational pressures, therefore making more money available for programming and events.

The Student Activities Fee Assessment Committee (SAFAC) has been hard at work with the 6 organizations that are funded by the Student Activities Fee.  In this critical budgeting time, it is important to adequately appraise the use of the funds by the different entities and appropriate the monies we are given to effectively serve the students without adding a fee increase.  The SAFAC did not see a need for an activity fee increase but we did arrange some percentages to better serve the students.  

SAFAC Proposal

The last change in the SAF was made in 2001 under Adam Kochenderfer’s administration.  A copy of the then current and then proposed ballot issue was presented to the committee. At that time the Forensics Club fund was cut 2%, which was redistributed back into the budget.  In addition, 6% was taken from OUSC and split evenly between SPB and SAFB.  The SAF is broken down and distributed currently to the following six organizations under the percentages allocated in 2001:
Current
· OUSC 21%

· SAFB 33%

· SPB 27%

· WXOU 10%

· Oakland Post 7%

· SLLB 2%

Proposed Change 

· OUSC 18%
· SAFB 30%
· SPB 28%
· WXOU 10%
· Oakland Post 7%
· SLLB 3%
· Deficit Safety Net 2%
· Video Club 2% (Trial Period)
Two percent will be taken from OUSC or SAFB for the deficit safety net.  This is to ensure that all accounts used by student organizations that receive SAF funding never go into deficit.  If no accounts are in deficit at the end of each winter semester, the deficit safety net will continue to grow in case future circumstances arise. Funds from this line item will be under a close watch, but  the SAFAC has agreed to not touch the deficit safety net for at least two years.

SAFB 

Around this time last year, the SAFB was under a period of reform.  Much progress has been made to strengthen and improve the funding process for Oakland University’s student organizations and club sports.  Clear, effective guidelines for the SAFB have been consistently worked on, with input coming from a broad array of the Oakland community. It is our determined goal to place the Student Activity Funding Board in a stronger position that leads to the best possible outcome for the students and their organizations.  

Around this time last semester, the SAFB allocated $91,334.63 toward 286 events, operational requests, and appeals from 94 student organizations and club sports. 
This year SAFB has:

· Allocated over $140,000 to student organizations thus far.
· Put out a Diversity for Dollars Initiative to encourage student organizations to do their part in improving race relations on campus.
· Made changes to the guidelines to account for the demands of student organizations.
· Changed the forms to make the process simpler.
· Increased SAFB publicity and publicity of events.
· Moved allocations decisions to the internet for easy access for all students.
· Given money to nearly 100 organizations this year. 
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