
First Results from the VALUE/Multi-State Proof of Concept Study  
on Two- and Four-Year Students’ Achievement Levels  

in Selected Essential Learning Outcomes 

Note:  These findings are based on faculty members’ assessments of students’ performance levels using over 7,000 
assignments completed by students to fulfill course requirements in a broad array of courses.  Faculty were trained to 
use AAC&U’s LEAP VALUE Rubrics (which were created by faculty teams and validated in earlier studies).  The scoring for 
this study was blind, and no faculty member scored work for his/her home institution.  The first set of findings is based 
on samples of student work from sophomores at 30 public, two-year institutions, and the second set of findings is based 
on samples of student work from seniors at 29 public, four-year institutions. 

 

 

Findings from the first graph are taken from 30 public community colleges; findings from the second graph are taken 
from 29 public, four-year institutions.  47% of students whose work was assessed were Pell-eligible. 
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VALUE:  Toward Meaningful Assessment of Student Learning  

VALUE (Valid Assessment of Learning in Undergraduate Education) is a campus-based assessment 
initiative sponsored by AAC&U as part of its Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP) initiative. 
VALUE rubrics or scoring guides provide needed tools to assess students’ own authentic work, produced 
across their diverse learning progressions and institutions, to determine whether and how well 
students are meeting graduation level achievement in learning outcomes that both employers and 
faculty consider essential.  
 
Teams of faculty and other educational professionals from institutions across the country—two- and four-
year, private and public, research and liberal arts, large and small—developed rubrics for sixteen Essential 
Learning Outcomes that all students need for success in work, citizenship, and life. The VALUE rubrics are 
being used to help institutions demonstrate, share, and assess student accomplishment of progressively 
more advanced and integrative learning.  
 
Since their release in the fall of 2009, the rubrics have become a widely referenced and utilized form of 
assessment on campuses across the United States and internationally.  As of December 2015, the rubrics 
have been accessed by more than 42,000 individuals from more than 4,200 unique institutions, including 
more than 2,800 colleges and universities.  The VALUE rubrics have also been approved for use in meeting 
national standards for accountability established by the Voluntary System of Accountability (VSA). 
 
The VALUE rubrics include Inquiry and Analysis, Critical Thinking, Creative Thinking, Written 
Communication, Oral Communication, Quantitative Literacy, Information Literacy, Reading, Teamwork, 
Problem Solving, Civic Knowledge and Engagement – Local and Global, Intercultural Knowledge and 
Competence, Ethical Reasoning and Action, Global Learning, Foundations and Skills for Lifelong 
Learning, and Integrative Learning. 
 

Sample of VALUE Rubric:  Foundations and Skills for Lifelong Learning 
Selected Dimensions – Capstone Level 

Initiative 
Completes required work, generates and pursues 
opportunities to expand knowledge, skills, and 
abilities. 

Independence 
Educational interests and pursuits exist and flourish 
outside classroom requirements.  Knowledge and/or 
experiences are pursued independently.  

Reflection 

Reviews prior learning (past experiences inside and 
outside of the classroom) in depth to reveal 
significantly changed perspectives about educational 
and life experiences, which provide foundation for 
expanded knowledge, growth, and maturity over 
time. 

 
 
Note:  AAC&U has received a major grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to test the 
use of VALUE rubrics in partnership with SHEEO and with public institutions in twelve 
collaborating state systems.  Two other major grants support demonstration projects with liberal 
arts colleges, and in Minnesota. 
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