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Dean’s Update 
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Hello friends of the Oakland 
University Honors College! No 
doubt you are a friend of the HC if 
you are receiving our newsletter. 
Friends tend to visit each other 
occasionally. If you haven’t visited 
the new Honors College yet, the 
time has come for me to invite you 
a little more emphatically! Come 
and see us. You’ll be warmly 
welcomed! 

It’s now a year since we 
moved into our new Oak View Hall 
Honors College home. What a 
magnificent year! The students 
have taken the lead in making this 
building a real home. Not only 
have they created a distinctive 
residence hall they have created a 
community of aspiration, 
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engagement and exploration. 
With our second freshmen group 
arriving since moving into Oak 
View this week, there continues 
to be a spirit of discovery and 
ingenuity that identifies these 
students not only as Oakland 
University Honors College 
students but as some of the best 
Honors College students in the 
nation. By this I mean they are 
high academic achievers who are 
also seekers of even greater 
achievement and who truly want 
to make a positive contribution to 
the world. 

For those who know the 
Honors College you’ll know this 
aspirational sense has a strong 
and long history here at Oakland 
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University. But what you might 
like to know now is that in fall 
2015, and for the second year in a 
row, the number of incoming 
Honors College freshmen has 
exceeded 300 students! When the 
semester settles it is likely the 
Honors College will consist of 
around 1100 fine folks. That 
makes the Honors College 6.7% 
of the Oakland University 

 
The Honors College at Oakland 
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Dean's Choice Award for Incoming Honors College Freshmen ~ 
Excellence in Discovery! 

 
Incoming freshmen from our fall 2015 "Making Discoveries" class had the opportunity to win a $500 Spirit of 
Discovery Dean's Choice Award kindly sponsored by the Oakland University Credit Union (OUCU).  
 
I chose these 5 Awardees based on their performance in class, their inventive and aspirational ideas, the support they gave 
to others in their small group, and/or their academic achievement during the course. 
   

The 2014 Spirit of Discovery Award Winners were: 

Daniel Gudenau Evan Bradley Megan Eggleton   Emily Merkle     Rachel Reeves 
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undergraduate population. Honors 
College students were nearly 12% 
of incoming Oakland University 
freshmen this fall. 

These figures would in 
themselves be cause for 
celebration – considering that we 
all know Honors College students 
are all fabulous students. But this 
year, to make matters even more 
celebratory, we also raised our 
automatic admission requirements 
to a 3.7 GPA and a 27 ACT. This 
now places the Oakland 
University Honors College in the 
top band of Honors Colleges 
nationally in terms of admission 
standards. Further, nearly 40% of 
those incoming Honors College 
freshmen at Oakland University 
had a GPA above 3.9 and an ACT 
score above a 31. And we’re 
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stopping at this! We have more 
work to do on our way to being 
one of the Top Ten Honors 
Colleges in the nation.  

This summer we also said 
farewell to Dawn Deitsch (though 
not goodbye, we would hope!). 
Dawn’s welcoming smile and 
ever-present willingness to be 
engaged with Honors College 
students has provided so much for 
so many students for so long. A 
great many will recall for years to 
come how their college 
experience was made better 
simply because of meeting Dawn. 
She’s going to be enjoying some 
travel and, quite frankly, some 
time to relax.  But we know she 
won’t ever be far from the Honors 
College – even if she is on a 
sandy beach somewhere!  
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We also welcomed to the 
Honors College team this summer 
Deb Weeks-D’Souza. Deb is 
already proving both very friendly 
and very resourceful. Having 
worked around Oakland in a 
number of capacities, she knows 
who to talk to in order to get 
things done. Apparently, she 
simply has to offer to bake 
cookies and she can secure just 
about anything we need from just 
about anybody. I look forward to 
exploiting this unique talent to the 
fullest in the years ahead! 

I hope to see you at the 
fall Homecoming celebrations, 
and look forward to welcoming 
you to Oak View Hall in the year 
ahead. 

 
Graeme Harper 
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MEET OUR NEW HC STAFF 

Elizabeth Gibbs  (Graduate Assistant) 

Prior to my role as a graduate 
assistant in the Honors College, 
I taught methods classes and 
supervised student teachers in 
the School of Education at the 
College of Charleston in South 
Carolina, interned during the 
spring term of 2014 in the 
Student Activities Center at 
Oakland University and was a 
teacher and program director 

for many years for Bloomfield Hills Schools in 
Michigan. I began my undergraduate work at Oakland 
University with a degree in secondary education with an 
English major. Continuing my Masters at Michigan State 
University, I earned a MA in Educational 
Administration. Most recently, I am pursuing a 
doctorate in Educational Leadership at Oakland 
University. As a graduate assistant in the Honors 
College, I am team-teaching course HC390, the Honors 
College thesis preparation class and will also assist with 
the freshmen course, HC 100 in this fall. In addition, I 
will be providing support for undergraduate research at 
Oakland University by creating a web presence for 
students to learn about various scholarships, grants and 
research opportunities. In my spare time, I enjoy 
traveling, biking, reading and playing bridge.  

Ryan Nierman  (Graduate Assistant) 

I completed my undergraduate 
work at the University of 
Michigan – Dearborn, where I 
graduated from their Honors 
Program, receiving a Bachelors 
of Science in Computer 
Engineering and in Engineering 
Mathematics. In the fall of 2015, 
I will begin my fifth year of 
graduate work in Applied 
Mathematics at Oakland 

University, eager to complete my dissertation, earn my 
PhD, and become a college professor. During the 
winter semester in 2014, I was an Adjunct Assistant 
Professor at Madonna University. Since June 2014, I 
have worked as an Adjunct Instructor at ITT Technical 
Institute teaching mathematics and general studies 
courses, and giving lectures and supplemental 
instruction to students pursuing electronics and 
information technology-based degrees.  

     Beyond mathematics, one of my true passions in life 
is coaching high school debate. Having debated in high 
school and college, it has been an honor to be the Co-
Director of Debate at my alma mater, Wylie E. Groves 
High School, for the past eight years.  

 

Debra Weeks-D’Souza (Secretary) 

 

Deb joined us in May as our new secretary. Her previous time at OU has been working in 
Undergraduate Admissions and the School of Business for a total of 10 years.  

She has a warm, welcoming smile and is always ready to help students, parents and staff. 
Please make sure to say hello and help us welcome her to the Honors College! 
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Two of our Winter 2015 Courses 
 

 

           A NEW VIEW 
 

Every college course offers a student a 
chance to learn something new. Far fewer 
classes give students an opportunity to learn 
something that will alter the way in which 
they view the world around them. 

 
Honors College 208: Science, Denialism and 
Democracy was such a class. This course, 
taught by Dr. Mark Navin, explored the 
phenomenon of mass science denialism and 
its relationship to democracy. The students in 
this class considered philosophical questions 
regarding knowledge, expertise, and 
rationality in order to understand the 
scientific and political forces that shape 
current debates. They learned that 
unconscious fallacies in human thought often 
lead individuals to behave irrationally, often 
without their knowledge. They saw how this 
can cause educated and intelligent members 
of a democratic society to vehemently and 
confidently disagree with scientific experts. 
Most importantly, they discovered that 
science denialism is so much more complex 
than a simple disagreement about the science. 
And through all of their discussions and 
discoveries, they each began to view the 
world in a new way. 

 By student: Laura Tack 
 

Science Denialism & Democracy 

Dr. Mark Navin 

Last December, HC 202 
students transformed Oak 
View Hall into a ‘Gallery of 
the Gods’ to showcase their 
artistic interpretations of 
Greek Myths.  

The Grand Opening of the 
exhibit was the grand finale 
to our studies of famous 
artistic interpretations (visual, 
verbal, and musical) of Greek 
Mythology. To display their 
creative projects (which took 
form in many mediums: from 
pottery to watercolor, collage 

to original music compositions, rustic sculpture to 
digital media), students curated an incredible and well-
attended campus-wide event, which included Greek-
themed refreshments.  The journal they also created, 
Deity’s Digest (a compilation of their scholarly and 
creative writings), may have a more material 
permanence, but the accomplishment of every student 
in the class should be considered a lifelong and lasting 
success—the celebration of 
which was marred only by 
the culmination of our class 
meetings, in which the 
analysis of both art and myth 
were framed with insight, 
intellectual engagement, and 
a lot of laughs.  

But much like the canonized 
masterpieces we studied, I 
believe our memories and 
the achievements of the 
semester will endure the test 
of time.  

Dialogues In, Dialogues On, And Dialogues 
Between Art, Artist, & Audience                  

Dr. Susan Beckwith 
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HCSA-Honors College Student Association   
 

By: Megan Kabara  

“THANK YOU” to our Outgoing 2014-2015 HCSA E-BOARD 

President: Liz Lawer 
Vice President: Miranda Pelkey 

Secretary: Lisa Shammas 
Treasurer: Kaitlyn McNeil 

Public Relations: Megan Kabara 

Last year was one of our best semesters for HCSA yet! In our new home in Oak View Hall the HCSA 
was able to accomplish a lot. Our biggest success was the movie nights where students played Zombie 
Land, homemade smoothies were made and new honors college members mingled with existing 
members.  

Another event that brought a lot of attention was our knitting party. Experienced knitters got to share 
their knowledge with beginners in a fun environment. Even the OU Niffty Knitters club came!  

HCSA continued with the annual Meet the Professors lunch where students had the opportunity to 
explore classes for the coming year. Lastly, in April, HCSA hosted an End of the Year Picnic where T-
shirts and prizes were given away. It was a great year for HCSA, and we are all excited to see what this 
coming year has in store for us! 

 



 6 

  

Stephanie Andrews 
Kailyn Angelakos 
Ashley Ault 
Christine Auxier 
Natalee Baetens 
Jennifer Balint 
Kimberly Ballor 
Matthew Beckner 
Sybil Bence 
Sarah Blanchette 
Emily Bovee 
Amanda Breitner 
Amy Bush 
Tiffany Calderone 
Christopher Clement 
Jenae Curley 
Ali Dourra 
Mark Dubuis 
Jacqueline Duc 
Elena Durnbaugh 
Theresa Elder 
 

Heba Elghoroury 
Erin Feeney 
Aaron Fetzer 
Emily Fitzgerald 
Brittany Forth 
Rachel Glomski 
Samantha Gomez 
Leah Greer 
Samir Hamad 
Evan Jones 
Nadia Khan 
David Koponen 
Joseph Kulka 
April Lardie 
Elizabeth Lawer 
Melina Lescoe 
Steven Mandley 
Helen Mishreky 
Austin Morse 
Kristine Nixon 
Kendal Novak 
 

Kathrin Parisi 
Kathleen Peterson 
Stephen Powell 
Ashton Prasatek 
Michael Pulis 
Kevin Roumayah 
Lisa Shammas 
Scott Shermetaro 
Jacqueline Spezia 
Katrina Stencel 
Juliana Stewart 
Joseph Suriano 
Steve Swetich 
Kacie Todd 
Hanna Trzeciakiewicz 
Rachel Voight 
Michael Williams 
Mark Wright 
Kelsey Young 
Mark English

 

2014-2015     HC GRADS 
 



 

 

 

“SUMMER EXPERIENCE” PROGRAM  

FOR AREA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

After a whirlwind three days of researching, thinking, 
creating, and physically building, fifty-seven high school 
students went back home with a one-of-a-kind experience 
under their belts. July 15th, 2015 kicked off the first ever 
Honors College Summer Experience. As a Teaching 
Assistant for Summer Experience, my job was to lead 
eight high school students over different projects that 
tested their group project skills and creativity. Not only 
did they endure making a tri-fold, creating their “Dream” 
college course, and physically building their very own 
“Dream College”, they were able to experience what 
being an Honors College student meant and how 
rewarding it can be. While work was the main focus 
during the day, there was extra time during the evenings 
to socialize and have fun, which meant playing games, 
having bonfires, and taking a trip to Meadowbrook 
Mansion. As a Teaching Assistant, the Summer 
Experience was one of the most rewarding experiences of 
my life, and for the students, if there was any doubt about 
joining an Honors College it was washed away by this 
incredible opportunity.   

By Carley Chrencik  

 

 

 

 

EXPLORING CAMPUS 

WORKING IN SMALL GROUPS 

TOUR OF MEADOW BROOK HALL GROUNDS ONE OF THE FINAL TEAM PROJECTS 
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DAWN RETIRED! 

After 13 years in the Honors College, Dawn Deitsch retired this May.  We had a party for her in April, just before 
school got out and faculty, staff, students and alums came to say goodbye. We miss her but wish her all the best!
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Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year! 

“The Honors College Staff” 

 
• For more INFORMATION: Explore The Honors College website http://www.oakland.edu/hc/ 

 
• To ARRANGE A VISIT, SEND AN UPDATE, or VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME, you can contact us by email 

hc@oakland.edu or phone (248-370-4450) 
 

• MAKE A DONATION to the Honors College, its programs and/or scholarships  
 

• To be added to our NEWSLETTER EMAIL LIST, email Karen. 
 

Sept. 2  Convocation & Freshmen Orientation 
Part 2 

Sept. 3  Classes Begin 7:30 am  

Sept. 12 Freshmen Induction Ceremony (parents 
   invited-look for invitation in the 
mail)  

Sept. 19-20   OU Homecoming 

Sept. 20 Visit the HC Table in  

 Oct. 15   Fall Thesis Turn in Day 

 

 

IMPORTANT “FALL” DATES  
   Oct. 5, 21 & Nov. 12  Fall Imagination Lab (5:30 -

   7:30pm) (HC sophomores) 

 Nov. 19, 20 & 23  Fall Research & Scholarship 
   Days 

 
   Nov. 26 & 27     Thanksgiving Recess 

 Dec. 7     Classes End 

    Jan. 5    Classes Resume 

 

 


