
















































































































































































































Master’s of Science in Nursing- Forensic Nursing
and 

Graduate Certificate in Forensic Nursing

Proposals presented by 

Oakland University School of Nursing



Forensic Nursing (FN) Program

• Currently established Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) with 
three tracks

• Proposing to add Forensic Nursing (FN) track to current MSN 
program (MSN-FN)

• Courses that comprise the FN track will make up the Graduate 
Certificate in Forensic Nursing (GCFN)



FN Program Need

• Would be first in Michigan, and one of few universities in 
nation to offer formal, academic FN program 

• National Institute of Justice calls for forensic training to be 
delivered via formal education

• Institute of Medicine and American Association of Colleges of 
Nurses cite need for nurses with advanced education 



OU SON FN Program

• Master of Science in Nursing- Forensic Nursing

– 38 credits, plan of study completed in 28 months

• Post-Baccalaureate Graduate Certificate in Forensic Nursing

– 18 credits, plan of study completed in 16 months 



FN Program Budget

Total Headcount 20 40 50 50 50

Total Credit Hours 310 520 560 560 560

Income

Tuition $ 197,548 $ 331,370 $ 356,860 $ 356,860 $ 356,860 

Gift $ 25,000 $ - $ - $ - $  -

Total Income $ 222,548 $ 331,370 $ 356,860 $ 356,860 $ 356,860 

Total Expenses $ 177,965 $ 147,739 $ 147,804 $ 147,879 $ 147,959 

Net Income/Loss $ 44,583 $ 183,631 $ 209,056 $ 208,981 $ 208,901

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20



FN Program Interest

• Survey- nurses in community surrounding OU

– Over 200 nurses interested in FN program

• Survey- nursing administration

– Approx. 60% stated FN degree would increase likelihood of hiring

• Survey- nursing students

– Over 70 students interested in returning to OU for graduate 
degree in forensic nursing



Impact on SON Resources

• Sufficient resources to support program

– All students enrolled in different MSN tracks take same 
foundational courses

• May see increase in enrollment in other School of Nursing 
programs 



FN Program Resources

• SON faculty educated  and practicing as Forensic Nurses

• Additional SON faculty with expertise in FN content  

• University and Community partners to assist with 
interdisciplinary FN education 



Benefits of FN Program 

• University/School 

– Recognition as innovator and leader in FN education and 
care of vulnerable populations

– Increased visibility of other programs

• Graduates

– Comprehensive education 

– Certification 

– Creditability to FN practice 


